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REPORT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT. 


Gentlemen  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  : 

The  period  has  now  arrived  when,  according  to  our  Constitution,  it 
becomes  the  duty  of  the  retiring  President  to  make  an  annual  report 
of  the  progress  and  condition  of  the  Association.  With  your  indulgence, 
I  will  endeavor  to  perform  this  duty,  regretting  only  that  it  has  fallen 
to  the  lot  of  one  so  poorly  qualified  to  do  it  justice. 

That  such  an  Association  as  ours  is  calculated  to  do  good,  I  think  ad¬ 
mits  of  little  doubt )  that  it  is  calculated  to  do  work,  which  cannot  be 
as  well  done  without  our  organization,  I  hope  to  be  able  to  show }  and 
even  more,  that  the  efficiency  of  the  several  churches  represented  has 
been  positively  increased.  With  a  firm  belief  that  such  would  be  the 
result,  many  strong-minded,  warm-hearted  Christian  young  men  of  this 
city  have  given  us  their  names,  means,  and  influence.  We  have  seen 
the  good  results ;  that  we  have  not  seen  more,  is  owing  rather  to  our 
want  of  proper  effort,  than  to  a  want  of  efficiency  in  our  organization. 

To  give  the  most  satisfactory  representation  of  our  progress  and  con¬ 
dition,  I  have  thought  it  would  be  well  to  give  a  brief  account  of  our 
organization  and  history  from  the  commencement. 

About  eighteen  months  since,  pursuant  to  a  call  issued  by  a  few  young 
men,  a  meeting  was  held  on  the  9th  of  June,  1852,  at  the  Central  Aca¬ 
demy,  in  this  city ;  which,  being  duly  organized,  adopted  the  following 
preamble  and  resolutions : 

“  Whereas,  the  young  men  of  Washington  present  or  represented  at 
this  meeting  are  deeply  sensible  of  the  necessity  for  the  organization 
and  successful  practical  operation  of  Young  Men’s  Christian  Associa¬ 
tions,  for  purposes  of  mental,  moral,  and  religious  improvement ;  there¬ 
fore,  it  is 

u Resolved ,  That  this  meeting  appoint  a  committee,  to  consist  of  one 
member  from  each  denomination  here  represented,  whose  duty  it  shall 
be  to  prepare  and  report  to  a  subsequent  meeting,  a  constitution  and 
by-laws  for  the  organization  and  government  of  such  an  Association. 
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“  Resolved,  also,  That  those  persons  present,  who  intend  to  become 
members  of  this  Association,  be  requested  to  leave  their  names  with  the 
secretary.” 

In  accordance  with  the  first  resolution,  a  committee  of  one  from  each 
church  represented  was  appointed  to  form  and  present  a  constitution  for 
the  Association,  and  empowered  to  call  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the 
Association  whenever  they  were  ready,  for  the  adoption  of  the  constitu¬ 
tion. 

The  Association  was  called  together  on  the  29th  of  June,  1852,  at 
the  place  before  named ;  and  a  constitution  was  presented  by  the  said 
committee,  and,  without  variation,  adopted.  On  the  9th  day  of  July, 
1852,  the  Association  met  again  according  to  adjournment,  at  the 
hall  of  the  Union  Academy,  where  the  organization  was  completed  by 
the  election  of  all  the  officers  required  by  the  constitution.  A.  H. 
Lawrence,  Esq.,  was  elected  the  1st  president,  and  on  the  13th  of  July, 
the  inaugural  exercises  of  the  Association  took  place  at  the  Smithsonian 
lecture  room;  when  the  president  delivered  an  able  and  eloquent  inau¬ 
gural  address;  after  which  he  introduced  the  Hon.  It.  M.  Charleton, 
who  had  been  previously  invited  to  deliver  the  first  public  address ; 
which  was  listened  to  with  deep  interest,  and  great  satisfaction.  This 
address,  together  with  the  president’s  inaugural,  were  published  and 
circulated  in  one  of  our  city  papers.  These  are  the  only  addresses  or 
lectures  delivered  before  our  Association  which  have  been  seen  in  print. 
It  may  be  a  question  whether  we  have  not  made  a  mistake,  in  neglect¬ 
ing  to  publish  some  of  the  very  able  and  interesting  lectures  and  ser¬ 
mons  which  have  been  delivered  before  us.  Allow  me  to  suggest  the 
propriety  of  publishing  an  annual  document,  in  connection  with  our 
constitution,  embodying  a  histor}1-  of  the  progress  and  condition  of  the 
Association.  If  we  find  it  too  late  to  remedy  the  past,  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  our  successors  in  office  may  be  more  faithful  in  their  duties  than 
we  have  been,  and  more  successful  in  securing  this  annual  contribu¬ 
tion. 

According  to  the  constitution,  the  year  was  made  to  close  about  the  1st 
of  January,  the  propriety  of  which  may  well  be  questioned,  as  it  requires 
a  change  of  officers,  and  of  committees  during  the  lecture  season,  when 
the  service  of  the  committee  which  engages  the  lectures  is  most  needed 
to  carry  out  the  plans  adopted. 

During  the  period  of  about  six  months ,  from  the  organization  to  the 
first  annual  meeting,  under  the  auspices  of  my  predecessor,  the  progress 
of  the  Association  was  quite  as  encouraging  as  any  of  its  members  had 
expected.  The  number  of  members  increased  to  244  nominally ;  some 
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of  whom,  however,  we  regret  to  say,  have  never  paid  their  initiation  fee . 
The  Library  consisted  of  about  350  volumes ;  and  the  reading  room 
was  well  supplied  with  our  standard  denominational  periodicals  and 
religious  newspapers ;  and  also  with  secular  papers.  The  amount  of 
funds  received  from  the  one  dollar  initiation  fee,  and  the  donations  from 
various  members  and  churches,  was  $768  59;  and  the  expenditures  in 
the  same  time  $369  32;  which  left  a  balance  in  the  treasury  of 
$399  27. 

Ten  persons  had  been  constituted  life  members ,  by  their  own  contri¬ 
bution  of  $20  each,  or  by  the  aid  of  friends.  The  Board  of  Managers, 
by  their  several  committees  on  Library ,  Lectures ,  Publication ,  and 
Finance ,  (whose  reports  will  accompany  this  communication,)  accom¬ 
plished  all  that  the  Association  had  reason  to  expect.  All,  who  know 
our  history,  know  very  well  that  the  several  committees  were  faithful, 
zealous,  and  even  self-denying  in  the  discharge  of  those  duties,  which 
are  always  difficult  in  new  organizations,  and  especially  in  those  formed 
for  moral  and  religious  purposes.  It  seems  to  me  proper,  in  this  con¬ 
nection,  to  speak  in  terms  of  high  commendation  of  our  first  and  present 
Corresponding  and  Recording  Secretaries,  and  Treasurer:  to  whose 
agency,  more  than  to  any  equal  number  of  members,  this  Association 
owes  its  encouraging  success.  It  will  be  fortunate  for  this  Association, 
if  it  can  find  successors  equally  worthy  of  its  gratitude.  It  would 
give  me  great  pleasure  to  mention  the  names  of  several  private  members, 
who  have  shown  their  hearty  co-operation,  and  zeal  for  the  Association, 
by  their  successful  efforts  in  obtaining  members,  and  contributions 
of  books  and  money. 

Thus  much  I  have  said  in  relation  to  our  progress  and  condition 
previous  to  the  year  now  to  close,  embracing  a  period  of  about  six 
months.  During  the  past  year,  I  am  happy  to  say  that  our  progress 
has  been  onward ,  as  facts  will  show  ;  though  we  have  met  with  some 
difficulties  and  trials.  What  good  cause  has  ever  succeeded  without 
meeting  and  overcoming  many  obstacles  ! 

At  the  commencement  of  the  past  year,  a  large  number  of  amend¬ 
ments  to  our  constitution  and  by-laws  were  proposed;  and  after  a 
thorough  and  careful  examination,  some  of  them  were  adopted.  In 
most  cases,  the  alterations  were  real  amendments,  and  have  given  satis¬ 
faction  and  efficiency. 

Though  there  are  features  in  the  constitution  now  which  could  be 
changed  for  the  better,  it  may  well  be  doubted  whether  we  can  gain 
anything  by  opening  the  door  for  other  revisions.  Voluntary  associa¬ 
tions  do  not  owe  their  efficiency  so  much  to  their  constitution  and 
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by-laws,  as  to  the  zeal  and  faithfulness  of  its  members  in  carrying 
out  the  laws  they  have.  We  have  now  a  good  constitution,  and  our 
organization  is  sufficiently  perfect  to  enable  us  to  accomplish  all  the 
good  we  have  the  disposition  to  do.  Let  us  not  forget,  brethren,  that 
our  mission  is  to  do  good.  I  cannot  omit  to  mention  the  encouraging 
fact,  that,  in  accordance  with  the  expressed  wishes  of  the  Association 
about  the  beginning  of  this  year,  most  of  the  pastors  of  those  churches 
represented  in  this  Association  delivered  special  and  highly  appropriate 
sermons  in  their  several  churches,  on  Sunday  nights,  in  behalf  of  the 
Association.  This  effort,  we  believe,  has  resulted  in  great  good,  though 
we  are  sorry  that  all  the  pastors  of  such  churches  as  are  represented 
among  us  have  not  acceded  to  the  proposition  we  made  them.  Why, 
it  is  not  for  me  to  answer.  I  am  not  aware  of  much  opposition  to  our 
efforts.  We  believe  we  have  the  prayers  and  the  sympathies  of  all 
those  who  wish  well  to  Zion,  and  who  desire  to  see  our  young  men 
walking  the  ways  of  piety  and  prosperity. 

During  the  year,  also,  we  have  listened  to  able  and  instructive  lec¬ 
tures,  provided  by  our  lecture  committee,  from  Hon.  R.  M.  Charlton, 
JKev.  B.  Sunderland,  Rev.  Dr.  Plummer,  Rev.  Dr.  Murray,  and  Rev. 
A.  Steele.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Cushman,  by  special  request,  gave  us  the 
adddress  he  delivered  before  the  Boston  Young  Men’s  Christian  Asso¬ 
ciation.  Other  gentlemen  were  invited  and  consented  to  lecture ;  but 
for  various  reasons  they  were  unable  to  fulfil  their  engagements. 

The  number  of  members  has  been  increased  from  244  to  246 ;  and 
the  number  of  life  members  from  10  to  28. 

The  amount  of  contributions  have  been  increased,  by  membership  and 
various  other  means,  from  $768  59  to  $1,407  92;  and  the  disburse¬ 
ments,  which  may  be  learned  from  the  accompanying  Treasurer’s  report, 
during  the  current  year,  have  been  $1,354  93 ;  leaving  a  balance  now 
in  the  treasury  of  $52  99.  (See  Treasurer’s  Report,) 

The  number  of  volumes  in  the  Library  has  been  increased,  by  pur¬ 
chase  and  contribution,  from  350  to  1040.  A  number  of  valuable  quar¬ 
terlies,  periodicals,  and  newspapers  have  been  added  to  the  first  list. 
(See  Librarian’s  Report.) 

The  increase  of  the  Library,  papers,  and  periodicals,  and,  we  are 
happy  to  say,  of  readers  and  visitors  at  the  rooms,  has  induced  the 
Board  of  Managers  to  authorize  the  Library  Committee  to  engage  and 
fit  up  another  room  for  the  Library ;  so  that  we  have  now  three  rooms, 
very  convenient  for  the  purpose,  at  a  rent  of  $300  per  annum.  It  is 
very  evident  that  even  these  rooms  will  soon  be  inadequate  to  our  pur¬ 
poses.  Even  now  it  would  add  much  to  the  convenience  and  efficiency 
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of  the  Association,  if  we  had  a  hall  of  sufficient  size  for  our  general 
meetings,  and  a  suite  of  rooms  for  the  use  of  committees,  library  and 
periodicals.  I  will  take  this  occasion  to  suggest  that  it  will  be  well 
for  the  Association  to  make  an  effort  during  the  coming  year  to  procure 
an  eligible  lot  on  Pennsylvania  avenue,  or  in  some  central  business 
part  of  the  city,  to  put  up  such  a  building  as  will  furnish  such  rooms 
as  we  desire ;  and  at  the  same  time  furnish  stores  and  other  rooms, 
which  will  probably  rent  for  nearly  enough  to  pay  the  interest  of  the 
money  necessary  to  be  invested.  It  is  thought  that  there  is  a  sufficient 
number  of  individuals  in  this  city  who  will  cheerfully  enlist  in  such 
an  enterprise,  by  making  what  is  considered  a  safe  investment  of  stock; 
and  by  giving  the  privilege  to  the  Association  to  control  and  eventually 
to  purchase  it. 

I  wish  again  to  call  attention  to  the  encouraging  circumstance,  that 
the  number  of  visitors  at  the  rooms  is  increasing ;  and  that  there  are 
very  many  who  highly  prize  the  opportunity  thus  afforded.  I  may 
say  with  confidence,  that  we  can  here  offer  to  young  men  of  this  city 
the  richest  and  yet  cheapest  privilege  of  mental  and  of  moral  improve¬ 
ment  to  be  found  anywhere.  One  dollar  a  year  gives  the  donor  the 
privilege  of  drawing  the  best  reading  books  published ;  and  of  sitting 
in  a  well-warmed,  well-lighted,  and  every  way  delightful  room,  to  read 
the  best  periodical  literature  of  the  world,  from  8  p.  M.  to  10  P.  M., 
daily,  (Sundays  excepted). 

All  our  lectures  have  thus  far  been  free;  but  the  policy  of  this 
course  may  well  be  doubted,  if  they  are  to  be  continued.  If  the 
Association  is  at  so  much  extra  expense  to  procure  the  very  best  lec¬ 
turers  of  our  country,  I  think  we  may  safely  rely  upon  the  generosity 
and  co-operation  of  our  citizens  to  meet  all  such  expenses,  by  paying  a 
small  admission  fee,  as  in  other  cities.  No  pains  should  be  spared, 
however,  in  such  a  case,  to  obtain  the  best  lecturing  talent  of  our 
country.  This,  we  believe,  has  been  the  aim  of  the  Lecture  Committee 
thus  far.  Several  distinguished  gentlemen,  from  various  parts  of  our 
country,  have  been  engaged  to  deliver  lectures  during  the  present 
winter. 

During  the  month  of  July  last,  a  proposition  was  made  to  establish 

a  semi-monthly  publication,  devoted  to  the  interests  of  our  cause. 

The  Board  of  Managers,  Standing  Committee,  and  the  Association 

acquiesced  in  the  proposition,  and  referred  it  back  to  the  Board  to  be 

carried  out.  Although  the  Board  look  upon  the  object  as  desirable, 

and  have  endeavored  to  secure  the  co-operation  or  countenance  of  other 

similar  Associations,  they  have  not  yet  taken  any  decided  steps  to 
o 
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carry  tlie  plan  into  effect.  How  soon  they  may  do  so,  or  whether  they 
may  do  so,  will  probably  depend  upon  future  action. 

Efforts  are  now  in  successful  operation  to  establish  a  weekly  Bible 
class,  or  a  special  organization  for  religious  study  and  improvement. 
The  following  plan  has  been  proposed  by  a  committee  of  clergymen  in 
this  city.  They  recommend — 

u  1st.  That  the  Association  spend  weekly  one  hour  and  a  half;  the 
first  portion  to  he  devoted  to  a  Biblical  exercise ,  and  the  latter  portion 
to  miscellaneous  exercises ,  designed  to  promote  religious  improvement. 

2  d.  To  appoint  an  additional  committee ,  to  superintend  the  arrange¬ 
ments  necessary  to  the  successfiid  operation  of  such  a  meeting . 

3  d.  That  the  chairman  of  said  committee  he  charged  with  the  gen¬ 
eral  supervision  of  affairs  relating  to  this  department ,  and  other  mem¬ 
bers  with  special  duties  connected  with  the  various  exercises  of  each 
weekly  meeting. 

4 th.  That  the  said  committee  he  empowered  to  appointy  from  time 
to  timey  individuals  to  prepare  and  present  papers;  or  to  make  state¬ 
ments  upon  subjects  of  special  interest ,  falling  within  the  general  scope 
and  object  of  such  meetings. 

5th.  We  also  recommend  a  course  of  study ,  preparatory  to  the  inves¬ 
tigation  of  the  Gospels :  say  a  collation  and  exposition  of  the  prophe¬ 
cies  concerning  the  Messiah. 

6  th.  And  finally ,  we  sum  up  our  suggestions  in  advising  the  Asso¬ 
ciation  so  to  frame  their  regulations  in  reference  to  the  proposed  object 
as  to  include  the  three  following  elements  of  their  course  of  study ,  viz  : 
1.  Biblical  research ;  2.  Criticism  of  the  religious  tendencies  of  the 
current  literature ;  andy  3.  General  religious  intelligence 

This  movement,  it  seems  to  me,  is  demanded,  and  is  auspicious  of  great 
good;  and  that  therefore  there  ought  to  be  no  unnecessary  delay  in 
completing  the  organization.  It  will  afford  the  members  a  desirable 
opportunity  to  increase  their  personal  influence,  by  inviting  and  per¬ 
suading  young  men  in  the  city  to  attend  upon  a  most  excellent  course 
of  instruction ;  and  besides,  it  will  enable  the  members  themselves  to 
gain  a  great  personal  advantage  by  listening  to  such  instructions  and 
information  as  the  plan  proposes  to  give. 

In  the  month  of  March  last,  this  Association  elected  the  Rev.  C.  M. 
Butler,  D.  D,,  of  this  city,  as  a  delegate  to  represent  it,  at  the  anniver¬ 
sary  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  in  London,  in  May, 
while  on  his  European  tour.  The  result  has  been  the  reception  of  many 
valuable  suggestions  since  his  return,  in  relation  to  more  active  opera¬ 
tions. 
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Our  Corresponding  Secretary  has  been  indefatigable  in  gathering  in¬ 
formation  in  relation  to  similar  Associations;  and  his  reports  from  time 
to  time  have  been  a  source  of  information  and  encouragement.  From 
him  we  have  learned  that  there  are  organized,  and  in  the  process  of  or¬ 
ganization  in  the  United  States,  28  similar  associations,  with  19  of  which 
we  are  in  correspondence ;  and  that  there  are  230  or  240  in  the  world. 
The  Corresponding  Secretary’s  report  will  accompany  this  report.  I 
may  here  state  that  measures  are  in  operation  to  secure  from  this  Con¬ 
gress  an  act  of  incorporation. 

Allow  me  now,  in  conclusion,  to  make  the  following  inquiries  and  sug¬ 
gestions  : 

1st.  Is  such  an  Association  as  ours  demanded  ?  and  is  it  calculated 
to  do  that  good  which  its  members  could  not  as  well  do  in  their  church 
capacity  ? 

2d.  Has  this  Association  done  peculiar  good  ? 

3d.  Who  ought  to  be  its  friends  and  members  ?  and  what  are  the  du¬ 
ties  of  its  members  ? 

To  become  satisfied  that  a  Christian  Association  like  ours  is  demand¬ 
ed,  we  must  take  a  broad  and  careful  survey  of  the  state  of  society  in 
those  communities  where  Christianity  is  represented  by  an  almost  end¬ 
less  variety  of  denominations.  I  am  not  about  to  join  in  the  general 
lamentation  over  the  imaginary  evils  of  so  many  religious  sects  among 
us ;  but  simply  to  look  at  them  as  they  are ;  different  mainly  in  name, 
and  points  not  vitally  essential ;  regretting  only  the  unbecoming  spirit 
which  has  been  sometimes  unnecessarily  exhibited.  These  different  sects 
are  all  professedly,  and  one  as  honestly  as  the  other,  for  aught  I  know, 
engaged  in  bringing  about  the  same  great  objects — the  glory  of  God ,  and 
the  salvation  of  men ;  though  using  different  modes,  and  adhering  to 
different  ceremonies.  Each  sect  alone  acts  for  itself;  and  will  be  sus¬ 
pected ,  if  not  guilty  of  confining  its  zeal  and  efforts  to  building  up  its 
own  peculiar  interests  in  a  manner  regardless  of,  if  not  derogatory  to,  the 
interests  of  others.  Wrong  as  this  is,  it  is  human  nature  unsanctified; 
and  it  will  be  exhibited  as  long  as  pride  and  selfishness  have  any  har¬ 
bor  in  the  human  heart.  Hence  arises  sectarianism,  which  seems  to 
mean  not  so  much  the  foundation  and  building  up  of  sects,  as  embracing 
narrow  and  bigoted  views.  Not  one  sect  more  than  another  perhaps  is 
guilty  of  illiberal  views,  and  narrow,  short-sighted  policy.  If  only  self- 
aggrandizement  and  party  spirit  be  the  ruling  motives  of  our  lives,  then 
we  may  expect  that  illiberal  and  uncharitable  sectarian  bigotry  will 
show  its  hydra  head,  and  misdirect  the  noblest  faculties  with  which  kind 
Heaven  has  blest  us. 
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The  history  of  our  race  most  clearly  proves  that  all  men  do  not,  and 
cannot  think  alike,  on  all  things ;  and,  moreover,  that  party  or  sectarian 
tactics  cannot  drill  the  world  to  uniformity ;  and  most  remarkable  is 
the  fact,  that  newly  formed  and  even  multiplied  sects  and  parties  do  not 
suit  the  peculiar  mental  and  moral  condition  of  all.  There  is,  then,  a 
field  which  sects  or  churches  individually  cannot  oecupy  and  properly 
cultivate.  There  are  minds  so  peculiarly  organized,  like  some  substances 
in  nature,  which  no  single  element  or  party  can  attract.  A  combin¬ 
ation  of  elements,  as  in  double  elective  affinity,  is  needed  to  draw  such 
minds  away  from  unholy  alliances.  What  combination  more  appropri¬ 
ate  for  the  purpose  than  a  brotherhood  of  Christians ,  with  hearts  of 
love  to  attract  these  elements,  which  uncombined  most  uniformly  repel  ? 
What  young  man  can  find  it  in  his  heart  to  refuse  to  associate  with 
those  high-minded  Christian  men,  who  are  willing  to  forego  private  dif¬ 
ferences,  to  accomplish  a  greater  general  good  ?  Here,  then,  our  Christian 
combination  can  work,  in  attracting  to  the  paths  of  virtue  and  safety 
those  noble,  yet  deluded  youth,  whom  the  temptations  and  corrupting 
influences  of  city  life  may  have  led  beyond  the  influence  of  a  single  sect. 

But  again,  what  Christian,  and  I  may  say,  what  lover  of  truth,  does 
not  ardently  desire  to  see  a  spirit  of  union,  charity,  and  universal  Chris¬ 
tian  fellowship  exhibited  between  different  denominations,  as  also 
between  churches  of  the  same  denomination ;  which  have  often  and 
long  seemed  to  act  as  though  each  was  morally  bound  to  demolish  the 
other  ?  That  is,  indeed,  a  humiliating  spectacle,  which  is  sometimes 
exhibited,  by  the  selfish  and  hostile  attitudes  towards  each  other,  of 
those  evangelical  churches  of  different  names,  whose  real  objects  are 
the  same — the  glory  of  God,  through  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  present  and 
eternal  happiness  of  a  lost  world.  Minor  differences  there  will  be; 
and  more  than  this,  I  am  willing  to  admit,  for  various  reasons,  that  it 
is  best  on  the  whole  they  should  exist;  since  they  act  as  balancing 
powers  in  our  glorious  republic,  and  thus  prevent  the  possibility  of  a 
tyrannical  hierarchy,  or  a  soulless  and  ungodly  union  of  Church  and 
State,  which  can  never  safely  exist  in  a  representative  or  pure  democracy. 
May  not  the  successful  experiment  of  a  republic  in  this  country  be 
attributed  greatly  to  those  balancing  powers  ?  And  again,  these  differ¬ 
ent  organizations  furnish  such  opportunities  as  seem  to  be  needed  for 
persons  of  different  temperaments,  dispositions,  feelings,  and  education, 
to  arrange  and  classify  themselves  according  to  their  natural  peculi¬ 
arities.  Let  the  great  law  of  divine  attraction  have  free  and  full  con¬ 
trol  without  violation !  Let  this  be  observed,  and  we  may  never  fear, 
though  its  operations  may  be  exhibited  in  a  variety  of  modes. 
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In  nature,  one  great  law  obtains  in  reference  to  crystallization ;  but 
subject  the  thousand  snow-flakes  falling  around  us  to  the  microscopic 
lens ,  and  scarce  can  two  be  found  alike.  It  is  this  variety  which  fills 
the  observer’s  soul  with  admiration  and  delight.  Beauties  thus  develop 
themselves  in  differences ,  which  all  arise  from  one  great  law.  Each 
flake,  with  geometric  fancy,  takes  forms,  which  nature  gives ;  and  side 
by  side  these  different  forms  array  themselves,  not  to  destroy  or  mar 
each  other’s  beauty,  but  each  with  wonderful!  propriety  to  beautify  its 
neighbor.  So  let  it  be  among  the  great  families  of  Christians  !  with 
different  forms  and  ceremonies,  not  vital  in  the  divine  plan  of  salvation. 
Let  the  great  law  of  love  to  God,  and  universal  charity  towards  all  who 
conscientiously  yield  credence  to  his  truths,  govern  every  sect !  and  let 
every  sect  remember  that  it  reflects  most  beauty  when  its  neighber  is 
most  beautiful,  and  prospers  most. 

Far  be  it  from  me,  however,  to  undervalue  a  single  one  of  God’s 
positive  precepts.  What  he  has  written,  let  me  never  dare  to  change 
in  letter  or  in  spirit ;  and  never  let  me  dare  commend  my  brother  in 
violating  a  single  known  command;  but  even  in  his  error,  let  me  show 
my  kind  regards  and  love,  in  winning  him  to  truth ;  and  let  not  differ¬ 
ence  in  views  make  hostile  difference  in  feeling.  That  Christian,  or 
company  of  Christians ,  who  shall  do  any  thing  to  soften  the  asperities 
of  the  different  Christian  sects,  and  drive  away  from  the  earth  ungodly 
bigotry ,  and  make  them  love  each  other  more,  without  fellowshiping  each 
other’s  differences ,  deserves  the  kindly  sympathy  and  aid  of  every  lover 
of  our  race.  Here  is  a  labor  of  love,  which,  it  seems  to  me,  no  church 
alone  can  well  perform,  and  this  is  the  labor  which  we  think  the  provi¬ 
dence  of  God  has  called  upon  Christian  Associations  to  perform. 

We,  brethren,  in  our  several  church  relations,  cannot  force  others  to 
universal  love ;  nor  make  them  conscientious  and  honest,  by  preaching 
denominational  charity,  however  conscientious  we  may  think  ourselves ; 
unless  we  are  willing,  in  some  respect  at  least,  to  occupy  common 
ground.  This  is  done  by  every  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association ; 
and  hence  we  say  they  can  do  what  its  members  in  their  several  church 
relations  cannot  do ;  and,  therefore,  we  think  they  are  demanded. 

But,  it  may  be  asked,  what  good  has  been  accomplished  by  this 
Association  ?  While  we  regret  that  we  have  done  so  little,  we  never¬ 
theless  rejoice  in  the  belief  that  our  Association  has  done  much  good 
in  many  ways.  Many  have  found  our  rooms  a  pleasant  place  of  resort 
for  information  and  pure  gratification.  Several  young  men  have  been 
induced  to  turn  away  and  keep  away  from  places  of  vain  and  even 
wicked  amusement,  by  direct  personal  influence  in  introducing  them  t© 
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our  Library  and  Reading  Room.  That  many  more  have  not  been  thus 
induced  to  seek  our  company,  is  owing  more  to  our  neglect  in  seeking 
them  out,  and  urging  them  in  kindness  to  come  among  us,  than  to  want 
of  efficiency  in  our  organization.  Yet  we  know  that  a  goodly  number 
of  young  men  in  this  and  other  cities  have  found  our  brotherhood  a 
good  companionship,  a  comfort,  and  a  refuge.  In  some  of  our  sister 
associations,  as  well  as  in  our  own,  some  have  found,  during  their  con¬ 
nection,  a  saving  change,  and  have  thus  become  active  members. 

And  again,  brethren,  may  I  not  confidently  assert,  that  we  do  know 
that  this  Association  has  strengthened  the  bonds  of  Christian  charity 
among  us ;  and  resulted  in  forming  new  ones  ?  Has  not  sectarian  feel¬ 
ing  been  diminished,  and  religious  bigotry  been  compelled  to  hide  its 
head  ?  We  do  appreciate  better  each  other’s  motives.  We  have  learned 
that  our  own  churches  have  not  all  the  goodness  and  greatness  there 
is  in  the  Christian  world.  We  love  each  other  more ;  and  here  we 
stand  side  by  side,  different  in  forms  and  ceremonies,  like  the  micro¬ 
scopic  snow-flakes,  each  feeling  more  willing  to  allow  our  own  beauties 
and  peculiarities  to  beautify  and  benefit  our  neighbor.  Our  hearts  are 
more  expanded  and  more  benevolent ;  and  we  have  learned  that  Chris¬ 
tian  union  gives  us  strength  and  comfort.  We  have  not  learned  to 
undervalue  the  positive  commands  of  God’s  word ,  nor  have  we  been 
less  efficient  in  the  discharge  of  our  own  church  duties ;  for  we  have 
gone  to  our  work  with  larger  hearts,  and  more  effective  effort.  Each 
church,  whose  members  have  been  active  in  our  efforts,  has  been  blessed 
and  benefited  in  return.  No  church  has  suffered  by  its  co-operation; 
and  we  only  wish  that  every  church  in  our  city  could  have  entered 
into  our  labors  and  our  rewards. 

Who  then,  we  now  may  ask,  ought  to  be  its  friends  and  members  ? 
Ah  !  no ;  we  may  better  ask,  who  ought  not  ?  Every  member  of  every 
Christian  church — our  fathers,  our  mothers,  and  our  sisters,  should  feel 
that  this  Association  is  a  godsend  to  their  sons  and  brothers  of  this 
city. 

I  would  speak  with  becoming  charity,  and  Christian  love,  of  those 
ministers  and  churches  who  have  stood  aloof  from  us,  and  treated  our 
Association  with  indifference,  or  with  positive  disapproval.  We  think 
they  have  erred  to  their  own  injury;  but  let  us  not  speak  disparagingly 
of  their  motives.  Where  our  brethren  differ  from  us  honestly,  let  us 
honestly  agree  to  let  them  differ ;  but  never  cease  our  labor  of  love,  till 
all  can  see  eye  to  eye  in  this  good  cause.  “  Love  worketh  no  ill  to 
its  neighbor.”  u  Love  is  the  fufilling  of  the  law.”  u  Grod  is  love.” 

And  finally,  brethren,  this  is  the  time  and  place  for  us  to  consider 
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wliat  duties  devolve  on  us  in  consequence  of  our  relation  to  this  Asso¬ 
ciation.  Its  honor  and  its  reputation  are  ours.  Its  success  is  in 
our  hands,  with  the  blessing  of  G-od.  It  is  not  intended  for  individual 
aggrandizement,  or  for  the  benefit  of  the  few ;  but  as  an  additional 
means  of  usefulness,  and  of  general  good ;  and  thus  far  its  success  has 
exceeded  our  expectations.  Do  we  need  now  to  be  convinced  that 
our  cause  is  good?  No,  brethren.  This  question  we  considered  and 
settled  before  we  enlisted.  We  have  bound  ourselves  to  its  interests. 

First,  then,  it  claims  a  share  of  our  time.  Its  regular  meetings 
demand  our  attendance  as  far  as  possible.  By  our  constitution  a  cer¬ 
tain  number  of  members  is  necessary  to  do  business.  This  number 
should  always  be  present  at  the  appointed  time ;  and  the  attendance 
should  always  be  respectable  as  to  numbers,  both  for  mutual  benefit 
and  encouragement,  as  well  as  to  increase  our  influence,  and  give  greater 
confidence  to  the  community.  Let  us,  then,  encourage  each  other,  by 
meeting  as  often  as  other  duties  will  permit. 

And  again,  let  us  carry  out  the  object  of  our  organization,  by  seeking 
out  young  men,  and  those  young  men,  too,  who  must  need  good  compan¬ 
ionship  and  hallowed  influences.  Let  us  co-operate,  as  far  as  practicable, 
with  all  the  efforts  which  we,  as  a  body,  propose  to  make.  Let  us  look 
upon  our  mission  as  one  emphatically  demanded  in  this  age  of  specula, 
tion,  excitement,  and  of  wild  schemes  in  the  religious  as  well  as  politi¬ 
cal  world.  Let  us  not  be  contented  with  our  present  condition,  how¬ 
ever  favorable ;  but  let  us  employ  all  proper  Christian  influences  to 
induce  the  young  men  of  this  city  to  join  us  in  our  purely  Christian 
enterprise,  until  our  number  and  our  means  shall  enable  us  to  so 
enlarge  our  borders,  by  increasing  our  Library  and  other  means  of  infor¬ 
mation,  as  that  we  may  soon  be  able  to  secure  and  dedicate  to  our 
future  use,  such  a  hall  and  rooms,  as  our  field  of  operations  and  our 
character  may  demand. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  say,  that  I  had  expected  that  the  foregoing 
report  would  have  closed  my  official  relation  with  you.  Permit  me  to 
give  utterance  to  the  deep  feelings  of  my  heart,  by  expressing  my  sincere 
thanks  to  the  members  of  this  Association  for  the  distinguished  mark 
of  your  confidence,  and  for  the  unmerited  honor  you  have  conferred ; 
and  not  only  so,  but  for  the  kind  forbearance,  great  harmony,  and  gen¬ 
eral  acquiescence,  which  have  been  exhibited  in  all  our  deliberations. 
Among  all  the  difficult  labors  of  a  new  organization,  I  am  happy  and 
proud  to  say,  that  not  one  instance  of  dissatisfaction,  so  far  as  I  know ) 
not  one  collision,  or  even  unpleasant  circumstance,  has  occurred  to  dis¬ 
turb  the  official  relation  which  you  have  chosen  me  to  hold.  I feel  that 
I  have  presided  over  a  Christian  Association  indeed. 
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REPORT  OF  CORRESPONDING  SECRETARY. 


Rooms  Y.  M.  Christian  Association, 

•  Washington,  D.  C.,  January  16,  1854. 

Mr.  President  : 

Sir:  The  Corresponding  Secretary  has  the  honor  to  present  his 
Annual  Report,  in  which,  however,  in  common  with  the  other  officers, 
he  resurveys  his  official  course  from  the  organization  of  the  Association. 

At  that  time,  in  June,  1852,  it  was  not  known  that  there  existed  more 
than  three  other  societies  of  a  similar  character — those  in  London,  Bos¬ 
ton  and  New  York,  the  latter  of  which  dating  its  origin  with  that  of 
this  body.  Under  these  circumstances,  beyond  such  correspondence  as 
might  arise  in  connection  with  the  functions  of  the  various  Committees 
of  the  Board,  it  seemed  the  duty  of  this  officer  merely  to  aid  in  render¬ 
ing  mutually  advantageous  the  experiences  of  a  few  sister-associations. 

But  it  soon  became  evident  that  there  was  in  the  conception  a 
vitality,  a  strength,  a  capability  for  good,  which  Christian  young  men 
in  America  could  but  rejoice  to  greet,  and  Christian  fathers  but  delight 
to  cherish )  and  conviction  arose  that  no  great  length  of  time  would 
elapse,  before  a  Y.  M.  Christian  Association  would  hold  out  its  arms 
of  welcome  to  the  stranger,  and  give  a  new  life  and  spiritual  protection 
to  the  resident,  in  very  many  a  city  and  town,  from  Labrador  to  the 
Mexican  Gulf — was  there  also  a  hope,  from  one  ocean  to  the  other  ? 
From  beyond  the  Atlantic,  the  voice  of  good  cheer  came,  not  only  from 
the  strong  heart  of  the  Mother  Country,  but  where  the  young  man, 
with  loins  girded  and  torch  in  hand,  presses  forward  amid  the  bewilder¬ 
ing  mists  of  German  rationalism,  or,  in  God’s  name,  raises  his  light  over 
the  darkness  where  so  long  has  brooded  once  Imperial  Rome. 

With  that  conviction  was  felt  the  necessity  of  a  bond  of  union  between 
them.  Every  motive  which  prompted  this  and  kindred  organizations, 
bids  them  to  remember  how  sacred  is  the  tie,  how  great  the  responsibility 
which  links  them  all.  The  necessity  of  such  inter-relations  has  been 
felt  in  Great  Britain,  where  the  numerous  provincial  branches  are  de¬ 
pendant  even,  to  a  certain  extent,  upon  the  fountain  head  at  London  : 
it  has  been  felt  in  Germany,  where  almost  by  common  impulse  they 
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clasped  hands  together  in  the  u  Young  Men’s  Alliance  of  the  Rhine  and 
Westphalia witness,  too,  the  “  Swiss  Union”.*  But  these,  byway  of 
corroboration  :  ere  this  testimony  came,  it  was  a  foreseen  necessity. 
Intimate  communion  between  sister  societies — a  mutual  interchange  of 
their  sympathies,  encouragement,  and  information  of  their  condition 
and  progress,  and  that,  too,  in  such  a  manner  that  it  may  not  depend 
upon  the  fitness  or  the  zeal  of  any  one  man  who  may  happen  for  a 
time  to  hold  a  given  office,  and,  so  far  as  desirable,  a  concord  of  organi¬ 
zation  and  of  action,  would  not  only  increase  their  individual  strength 
and  efficiency,  but  also  greatly  extend  their  united  influence  upon  the 
community,  and  contribute  to  secure  the  permanency  of  the  institution 
more  than  any  other  means  in  human  power  to  wield. 

These,  sir,  it  is  thought,  are  the  true  relations  of  these  numerous 
bodies :  the  question  remains,  whether  or  not  they  shall  be  developed, 
or  whether  each  Association  is  content  to  go  its  own  way,  learning  les¬ 
sons  of  wisdom  from  its  oicji  bitter  experience,  holding  out  no  arm  of 
support  and  encouragement  to  less  favoured  brotherhoods,  and  finding 
none  to  cling  to  in  its  own  hour  of  trial.  It  is  not  for  a  moment  forgotten 
from  what  strong  arm,  from  what  still  voice,  is  all  support,  is  all  encour¬ 
agement;  but  “as  face  answereth  to  face  in  water,  so  the  heart  of  man 
strengthened  his  friend.” 

This  development  your  Corresponding  Secretary  conceived  to  be  an 
appropriate  work  for  this  Association.  There  would  be  no  spontaneously 
concurrent  movement ;  the  work  must  be  begun  by  one.  The  composite 
and  changing  character  of  the  membership,  and,  in  fact,  of  a  large  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  city,  at  once  offer  greater  facilities  for 
gaining  information  from  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  make  that  infor¬ 
mation  of  more  direct  interest  when  obtained.  A  great  heart — the  tide 
of  life,  current  from  every  section  of  the  Union,  is  continually  flowing 
in  to  receive,  as  continually  cast  forth  again  to  bear,  the  influences  of 
this  community  to  the  remotest  inhabitants  of  the  land.  No  one  can 
estimate  the  part  here  enacted — and  without  the  walls  of  the  Capitol — 
in  the  history  of  far-off  towns  and  villages,  whose  names  this  body  never 
heard.  Its  relations  with  other  societies,  then,  is  peculiar ;  and,  more 
than  all,  its  own  needs  call  loudly  for  intimate  communion  with  similar 
organizations  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land. 

Nevertheless,  your  Corresponding  Secretary  felt  backward  in  assuming 
for  this  body  an  initiative  which  might  be  thought  more  appropriately  to 


*  And  the  effort  now  being  made  to  gather  in,  as  Sections  of  the  “  Christian 
Union  of  Young  Men  in  France,”  similar  bodies  scattered  through  that  Empire. 
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pertain  to  a  larger  and  older  organization.  He  therefore  brought  the 
subject  to  the  attention  of  the  Boston  and  New  York  Associations ;  but 
no  desire  being  there  manifested  to  pursue  it,  he  conceived  the  duty  to 
fall  upon  himself.  From  this  opinion  he  is  aware  that  some  members 
of  this  body  greatly  dissent ;  that  it  is  said  that  the  attention  of  the 
society  should  be  confined  to  its  specific  work  in  this  midst,  and  that 
these  efforts  tend  to  render  it  inefficient  and  unpractical.  But  it  i3  re¬ 
membered  that  the  duties  of  Christians  admit  of  no  narrow  geographical 
limits  beyond  which  they  must  never  reach ;  they  belong  to  that 
sphere  in  which  most  practical  good  can  be  accomplished,  and  it  is 
believed  that  the  members  of  this  body  have  at  heart  the  good  of  young 
men  wherever  they  may  be.  The  proper  and  peculiar  sphere  of  this 
Association  is  undoubtedly  the  community  around  it,  the  city  of  Wash¬ 
ington  )  but  it  is  scarcely  believed  that  an  external  direction  to  the 
labors  of  one  officer  could  turn  the  efforts  of  the  entire  body  from  their 
legitimate  channel,  nor  is  it  thought  that  such  interest  has  been  shown, 
in  the  results  of  the  correspondence,  as  to  account  for  the  charge  of 
inefficiency,  which  has  been  but  too  justly  made  against  it. 

Coinciding  with  these  views,  the  chairmen  of  the  several  committees 
of  the  Board  have  relieved  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  corre¬ 
spondence  connected  with  their  several  branches  of  its  business,  and 
that  officer  has  confined  his  attention  to  the  cultivation  and  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  external  relations  of  the  Association. 

Guided  by  these  principles  of  action,  and,  as  he  believes,  with  the 
approval  of  the  Association,  the  Corresponding  Secretary  has  addressed 
each  society  as  it  sprung  up,  and  endeavored  to  open  with  each  a  full 
and  cordial  correspondence.  So  frequent  have  been  the  summons  to 
greet  a  new  organization,  in  view  of  the  continual  increase  of  their 
number,  it  was  thought  best  to  prepare  a  printed  circular  of  greeting 
and  inquiry,  embracing  a  more  thorough  letter  than  it  would  be  possi¬ 
ble  so  frequently  to  write,  and  to  which  was  added,  in  each  case  of  its 
use,  such  other  matter  as  occasion  might  demand  or  time  permit.  Every 
effort  in  this  and  other  ways  has  been  made  to  obtain  full  and  contin¬ 
uous  knowledge  of  the  practical  working  of  the  cause  in  other  cities  of 
our  land ;  but  from  very  few  has  more  been  received  than  a  few  names  and 
figures ;  the  former  soon  changed,  and  the  latter  affording  ere  long  a 
basis  for  the  estimate  of  merely  the  past  condition  of  the  society.  Both 
the  letters  and  the  reports  of  the  various  societies  in  the  United  States 
are  in  striking  contrast  with  those  of  foreign  correspondents,  and  the 
former,  at  least,  prove  that  the  full  object  of  the  efforts  and  inquiries 
of  this  Association  has  not  been  understood.  The  kindness  and  prompt- 
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ness  of  some  of  the  Corresponding  Secretaries  forbid  the  thought  that 
there  is  any  want  of  desire  to  furnish  this  body  with  fullest  advices ; 
yet  it  is  with  some  mortification  that  an  imperfect  and  fragmentary 
account  of  the  institution  in  America  is  given,  instead  of  the  perfect 
picture  of  the  cause  which  was  so  confidently  promised. 

Correspondence  is  at  present  maintained  more  or  less  fully  with  asso¬ 
ciations  in  Portland,  Me. ;  Concord  and  Portsmouth,  N.  H. ;  Boston, 
Charlestown,  Worcester,  and  Springfield,  Mass.;  Providence;  New  Lon¬ 
don,  Conn.;  New  York,  Brooklyn,  and  Buffalo,  N.  Y. ;  Detroit;  Balti¬ 
more;  Alexandria,  Va. ;  New  Orleans;  Louisville  and  Lexington,  Ky. ; 
and  St.  Louis  ;*  and  with  the  movers  in  initiatory  steps  in  some  six  or 
seven  other  localities. 

Correspondence  has  also  been  opened  with  London,  Glasgow,  and 
Geneva ;  and  the  associations  in  Montreal,  Paris,  Nismes,  Algiers, 
Melbourne  and  Adelaide,  Australia,  as  also  the  German  Alliance  through 
their  central  committee  at  Bonsdorf,  have  been  addressed,  but  from 
none  any  answer  received. *j*  In  the  latter  part  of  October  last,  near  thirty 
letters,  written  and  circular,  were  addressed  to  as  many  societies  in  Eng¬ 
land,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  through  Mr.  Shipton,  the  Corresponding 
Secretary  of  the  London  Y.  M.  Christian  Association ;  but  in  no  single 
case  has  there  been  any  reply. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  in  October  1852,  the  Corresponding 
Secretary  was  directed  to  communicate  to  sister  societies  the  amend¬ 
ments  to  the  Constitution  at  that  time  proposed  and  shortly  after  adopt¬ 
ed,  by  the  insertion  of  a  5th  section  in  Art.  II,  and  an  addition  to  the 
3d  section  of  Article  Y.  This  was  the  first  official  act  of  this  body 
expressive  of  its  elose  and  affectionate  regard  for  other  similar  organiza¬ 
tions.  So  far  as  is  known  this  has  been  warmly  received  and  appreciated, 
but  the  Corresponding  Secretary  is  not  aware  that  in  more  than  three 
associations — Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  and  Lexington, 
Ky. — has  a  provision  at  all  similar  become  constitutional. 

Early  in  last  year  this  Association  learning  that  some  public  meeting 
of  the  pioneer  Y.  M.  Christian  Association  in  London  would  be  held 
in  May,  resolutions  were  passed  by  the  Board  of  Managers,  requesting 

*  To  which  may  now  be  added  Manchester,  N.  H.,  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  Pittsburg, 
Pa.,  Charleston,  S.  C.,  Natchez,  Miss.,  Cincinnati  and  Cleveland,  Ohio,  Chicago, 
Springfield,  Quincy,  and  Peoria,  Ill.,  and  San  Francisco,  California. — May  8. 

f  Long  and  cordial  letters,  the  beginnings  of  most  kindly  intercourse,  have 
been  received  from  the  associations  in  Montreal,  Toronto,  Paris,  and  Montauban, 
and  from  the  German  Alliance. 
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the  Rev.  Clement  M.  Butler,  D.  D.  to  attend  and  act  as  a  delegate 
thereto.  By  the  hand  of  Dr.  Butler  a  letter  was  addressed  to  the 
Corresponding  Secretary  at  London,  conveying  these  resolutions  and 
expressing  at  the  same  time  the  earnest  and  affectionate  Christian 
feelings,  at  once  filial  and  fraternal,  with  which  that  Association  is  re¬ 
garded  by  this  body,  and  the  desire  to  draw  closely  the  bonds  which- 
unite  the  two.  Dr.  Butler  also  bore  with  him  a  similar  letter  from  the 
Y.  M.  Christian  Association  of  Detroit;  while  with  this  body  remained 
the  grateful  duty  of  acknowledging  the  courtesy  of  his  election  to 
Honorary  Membership  and  to  the  representation  of  that  society  in  Lon¬ 
don.  At  the  same  time  the  Association  in  Boston  accredited  the  Hon. 
Chas.  Theo.  Russell,  Hon.  Samuel  H.  Walley,  and  Rev.  Dr.  Alex. 
H.  Vinton  to  the  London  society  in  the  like  capacity. 

The  occasion  was  that  of  the  Annual  Breakfast  Meeting,  and  was 
held  on  the  10th  of  May.  Messrs.  Russell  and  Walley  had  not  arrived 
in  London,  and  some  circumstances  prevented  Dr.  Butler  from  feeling 
at  liberty  to  attend.  Dr.  Vinton,  however,  was  present,  and  very  kindly 
taking  upon  him  the  enlarged  representation  of  the  American  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Associations,  addressed  the  meeting  in  the  name  of 
their  trans- Atlantic  brethren.  Yet  much  interesting  and  valuable  in¬ 
formation  was  gathered  by  the  distinguished  delegate  of  this  Association, 
extracts  from  whose  letter,  under  date  of  May  15,  1853,  will  be  given 
in  the  proper  place. 

Sir :  In  presenting  to  the  Association  such  a  review  of  the  history, 
operations,  and  present  condition  of  an  institution  which  is  most  dear 
to  the  hearts  of  so  many  and  widely-separated  brotherhoods,  as  he  has 
been  able  to  digest  from  most  imperfect  and  fragmentary  sources  of  in¬ 
formation,  the  Corresponding  Secretary  cherishes  a  hope  that  the  diffi¬ 
culties  under  which  such  a  labor  must  of  necessity  be  conducted,  the 
dependanee  for  all  materials  being  upon  others,  will  be  sufficient  apology 
for  incompleteness  and  want  of  unity :  and  the  favor  with  which  an 
earlier  and  even  more  imperfect  sketch  was  received  by  this  body  and 
beyond  its  limits,  induces  him  to  hope  this  may  not  be  without  its  interest 
and  usefulness. 

After  an  examination  conducted  partly  in  a  chronological,  partly  in 
a  geographical  order,  an  attempt  will  be  made  to  consider  comparatively 
different  features  both  of  cause  and  result,  with  a  view  to  the  deduction 
of  lessons  of  practical  utility. 
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®rmt  Britain. 

“  With  all  England’s  defects,”  (begins  the  8th  annual  report  of  the 
London  Association,)  u  it  would  not  be  an  easy  task  rightly  to  estimate 
the  vast  instrumentalities  which  she  contains  for  the  moral  and  spiritual 
•amelioration  of  her  own  population  and  the  world  at  large.  The  evils 
to  be  remedied  are  the  growth  of  ages,  while  many  of  the  agencies 
which  have  been  raised  up  for  their  removal  are  only  in  infancy  and 
youth.  Although  they  have  scarcely  had  their  seed  time,  yet  God’s 
blessing  has  rendered  them  prolific  in  holy  influences.  It  is  only  eight 
years  since  a  few  young  men  determined  to  try  to  open  the  path  of 
daily  duty  in  commercial  houses  to  the  blessings  of  vital  godliness.  Little 
did  any  one  then  think,  that  before  1853  the  Young  Men’s  Christian 
Association  would  be  made  the  channel  of  grace  to  hundreds  of  souls 3 
that  it  would  be  imitated  in  various  forms  in  many  of  the  chief  towns 
of  Great  Britain  3  that  it  would  animate  little  companies  of  faithful 
young  men  in  France,  Switzerland,  and  Germany  3  that  it  would  excite 
the  young  men  of  America  to  emulate  their  brethren  of  the  Old  World 
in  the  holy  art  of  winning  souls  from  error  and  sin  3  and  that  many 
who  have  been  blessed  through  its  agency,  should  find  homes  in  Aus¬ 
tralia,  where  they  may  enunciate  the  simple  truth,  that  it  is  in  the 
walk  of  daily  life  that  the  Christian  should  serve  Christ.  ” 

Nine  years  since,  when  the  vast  Maelstrom,  the  commercial  life  of 
London,  was  drawing  thousands  of  young  men  within  its  dark  and 
rapid  current — when  vast  numbers  of  active  agents  in  business,  sustain¬ 
ing  all  the  toil,  sharing  largely  the  responsibilities,  but  in  a  small  measure 
the  resulting  advantages,  were  shut  up  in  counting-houses  and  ware-rooms 
for  fifteen  or  sixteen  hours  a  day,  and  released  only  when  every  respect¬ 
able  family  circle  was  closed,  and  the  gin  palace  or  even  worse  resorts 
alone  opened  for  their  reception — when,  their  only  day  of  relaxation 
being  imperatively  demanded  for  the  relief  of  an  overtasked  and  jaded 
mind  and  body,  they  had  neither  thought  to  give,  nor  time  in  which 
to  give  it,  to  the  demands  of  their  mental,  much  less  the  higher  needs 
of  their  spiritual  natures— a  Christian  young  man,  in  one  of  these  city 
establishments,  called  together  three  or  four  friends  to  pray  in  his 
bedroom  for  strength  to  preserve  themselves,  and  to  enable  them  by 
some  means  to  bring  the  light  of  life  to  their  careless  companions.  It 
was  but  a  little  gathering,  and  with  but  an  humble  though  an  earnest 
thought  were  they  thus  united  3  but  where  even  two  or  three  are  gathered 
together  in  His  name,  there  hath  He  promised  to  be  in  the  midst  of 
them  :  and  this  bedroom  group,  in  prayer  that  God  would  raise  up  some 
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influence  to  draw  away  young  men  from  tlie  gloom  in  wliicli  they  were 
slumbering,  or  snatch  them  from  the  darkness  into  which  they  were 
rushing,  became,  under  His  blessing,  the  embryo  of  the  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Association.  “  It  led  several  who  saw  it,  simultaneously  to 
ask  if  something  could  not  be  done  to  introduce  prayer  meetings  into 
other  houses.  Among  the  thousands  who  were  living  in  the  large 
warehouses  and  business  establishments  of  the  Metropolis,  there  were, 
doubtless,  many  who  had  ‘  not  bowed  the  knee  to  Baal’ — many  of  the 
*•  Lord’s  remembrancers’ — and  could  these  be  found,  and  united  in  a 
common  confession  of  Christ,  in  the  sphere  of  their  daily  calling,  that 
moral  renovation  which  had  seemed  so  hopeless,  might,  through  God’s 
mercy,  yet  take  place,  and  a  large  harvest  of  souls  be  gathered  for  the 
Redeemer’s  service. 

u  On  the  6th  of  June,  1844,  a  meeting  was  held  of  the  Christian 
friends  and  brethren  to  whom  this  thought  had  been  communicated. 
A  committee  was  formed,  and  rules  embodying  the  principles  on  which 
they  determined  to  proceed  were  adopted.  Circulars  stating  the  objects 
contemplated  were  sent  to  all  the  Christian  young  men  in  the  London 
houses  of  business,  whose  names  could  be  obtained,  and  in  a  few  weeks 
the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  had  an  organization  which 
could  enter  upon  effective  operations.”* 

The  experience  of  years  has  only  added  to  and  extended  continually 
the  efficiency,  earnestness,  and  usefulness  of  this  Association.  As  the 


*  “  De  grandes  difficult^  ont  entrave  les  debuts  de  1’ oeuvre  ;  ses  fondateurs 
ont  du  lutter  longtemps  contre  la  froideur  et  la  malveillance.  Mais  leur  foi  et 
leur  pers^verante  activity  ont  etd  avec  le  temps  recompenses  par  d’importants 
r^sultats.” — Genevan  Circular. 

On  the  authority  of  the  above,  the  last  Quarterly  Report  contained  the  follow¬ 
ing  words :  “  They  had  no  example  before  them  to  direct,  to  warm,  to  encourage  : 
they  met  with  coldness,  with  ill-will,  with  opposition.  But,  precious  truth, 
‘  God  had  put  it  into  their  hearts,’  and  they  trusted  and  were  patient,  and  con¬ 
tinued  in  persevering  activity  through  years ;  and  the  parent  society  now  be¬ 
holds  the  germ  even  as  a  grain  of  mustard  seed,  become  a  mighty  tree,  spread¬ 
ing  its  shelter  over  all  lands,  and  under  whose  branches  the  world-weary 
pilgrim  of  every  nation,  and  kindred,  and  people,  and  tongue,  finds  refreshing 
rest,  and  drinks  the  pure  waters  of  eternal  life  — in  reference  to  which,  the 
British  Banner  of  January  18th  observes :  “We  hardly  know  what  is  meant  by 
this  ‘  ill-will  and  opposition.’  We  have  no  recollection  of  it,  although  we  have 
.some  remembrance  of  the  circumstances  in  which  the  Society  commenced  ;  and 
we  must  say,  that  never  in  any  shape  or  from  any  quarter  did  any  such  infor¬ 
mation  reach  our  ears.  But,  be  this  as  it  may,  we  are  sure  that  now  no  organi¬ 
zation  is  viewed  with  more  general  favor.” 
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membership  increased  in  number,  branches  were  established,  and  rooms, 
already  frequented  by  more  than  3,000  young  men,  opened  in  different 
districts  of  London ;  and  the  society  may  now  be  said  to  consist  of 
eight  such  sub-divisions.  The  rooms  No  7  Gresham  street,  City,  com¬ 
prise  among  others,  a  library  general,  a  library  room  for  study  and 
reference,  a  reading  room,  rooms  for  Bible  class,  committee  meetings, 
and  conversation.  Their  library  is  not  large,  not  exceeding,  on  Sep¬ 
tember,  1,  1853,  1,700  volumes ;  but  this  is  presumed  to  be  exclusive 
of  works  for  theological  study  and  reference.  The  total  receipts  of  the 
treasury  for  the  year  ending  March  1,  1853,  were  over  £3,100;  the 
expenditures  being  very  nearly  the  same ;  the  largest  item  in  both 
being  the  receipts  and  expenses  incident  to  the  lecture  season.  The 
total  number  of  members  received  into  the  Association  is  about  1,100, 
of  which  upwards  of  200  have  been  received  during  the  past  year ; 
while  not  far  from  400  young  men  have  in  the  entire  time  borne  the 
precious  seed  of  truth  with  them  to  all  parts  of  the  world,  particularly 
to  Australia.  Among  other  means  of  usefulness,  social  and  devotional 
meetings  are  held  fortnightly,  alternating  with  each  other.  A  course 
of  twelve  lectures  on  religious  and  other  subjects  is  delivered  each 
winter  at  Exeter  Hall,  under  the  auspices  of  this  body ;  which,  being 
afterwards  published,  each  writer’s  course  in  a  volume,  form  a  valuable 
contribution  to  Christian  literature.  The  Association,  during  the  year 
above  spoken  of,  issued  a  series  of  papers  for  young  men,  earnest  and 
personal  appeals,  whose  appearance  and  style,  both  typographical  and 
literary,  secured  for  the  weighty  truths  they  contained  kind  attention, 
and  often  a  hearty  welcome.  Of  these,  39,000  copies  have  been  dis¬ 
tributed,  chiefly  in  places  of  business.  In  the  work  of  tract  distribu¬ 
tion,  some  40  of  the  members,  for  14  weeks,  gave  away  5,000  tracts 
every  Sunday  afternoon  in  25  different  localities. 

But  the  Sunday  afternoon  Bible  classes,  at  eight  different  localities, 
with  a  total  average  attendance  of  500  young  men,  of  which  the  conduc¬ 
tors  only  are  members  of  the  Association,  are  the  agency  upon  which 
the  especial  blessing  of  God  seems  to  have  been  bestowed,  and  to  attract 
young  men  to  attend  which,  other  agencies  are  but  means.  Of  these 
meetings  no  better  or  more  interesting  account  can  be  given  than  by 
setting  forth  the  following  extracts  from  the  letter  of  Dr.  Butler,  before 
alluded  to  : 

“  Accordingly,  I  attended  the  Bible  class,  which  was  held  at  the 
1  rooms  of  the  Association  on  Sunday  afternoon,  previous  to  my  leaving 
‘  London.  This  is  one,  and  the  largest  of  six  classes  of  a  similar  kind 
‘  which  are  held  in  London.  On  entering  the  room,  I  found  myself 


6  in  the  presence  of  about  100  young  men,  and  some  of  middle  age, 
c  who  joined  in  prayer  and  singing  under  the  lead  of  one  of  their  num- 
‘  ber.  The  class  was  conducted  by  a  layman,  a  zealous  member  of  the 
c  Association,  who,  upon  the  portion  of  Scripture  appointed  for  their 
c  study,  asked  questions,  gave  explanations,  and  guided  all  the  com- 
*  mentaries  of  others  and  of  himself  into  the  most  practical,  experi- 
c  mental,  and  spiritual  subjects.  It  was  the  most  interesting,  animated, 

‘  devotional,  and  warming  religious  service  which  I  attended  in 
1  England.  Great  good  has  been  effected  by  these  classes,  especially 
c  in  the  more  business  parts  of  London.  It  may  be  well  for  our  Asso- 
c  elation  to  inquire  whether  the  same  mode  of  operation  may  properly 
1  be  introduced  in  Washington.”  *  *  * 

u  Immediately  after  the  service,  a  cup  of  tea  and  bread  was  handed 
‘  round,  and  an  hour  spent  in  a  manner  altogether  suitable  to  the  day. 

‘  I  observed  some  studying  the  Scripture  appointed  for  the  following 
1  Sunday,  and  some  conversing  with  great  earnestness  with  those  who 
‘  were  endeavoring  to  lead  them  to  the  Saviour  of  the  world.  It  was 
‘  altogether  a  most  delightful  and  encouraging  spectacle.” 

Vigorous  branches,  to  the  number  of  twenty-two,  have  in  late  years 
been  established  in  different  parts  of  England,  and  five  in  Ireland.  In 
these  the  increase  of  efficiency  and  strength  has  been  chiefly  marked  4 
during,  if  not  wholly  confined  to,  the  past  three  or  four  years ;  and  this 
increase  has,  in  some  localities,  been  remarkable.  In  that  of  Man¬ 
chester,  for  example,  one  of  the  earliest  and  most  effective,  the  expenses 
in  one  year  limited  to  £29,  the  next  amounted  to  £420.*  That  at 
Southampton  in  one  year  increased  one-half  in  numbers.  A  recog¬ 
nized  feature  of  the  Newcastle  organization  is  the  systematic  visitation 
of  the  poorer  and  neglected  portions  of  the  city  with  religious  purpose. 
The  same  may  be  stated  of  the  branch  at  Devonport,  and  others.  The 
other  localities  in  England  are  Andover,  Birmingham,  Bridport,  Bristol, f 


*  The  fact,  hereafter  mentioned,  will  be  noticed,  that  it  is  to  this  Association 
that  the  Society  in  Montreal  sent  for  a  City  Missionary. 

f  This  Association,  after  some  months  of  preparation,  was  inaugurated  on  the 
14th  of  June  last,  at  its  rooms  in  St.  James  Square,  under  circumstances  giving 
assurance  for  its  effective  maintenance — an  auxiliary  fund  of  <£300  per  annum 
having  been  raised  for  its  support,  and  an  equal  sum  having  been  expended  in 
fitting  up  the  rooms  and  premises.  The  former  contained  at  that  time  47  peri¬ 
odicals  and  newspapers,  (religious  and  secular,)  and  the  nucleus  of  a  valuable 
library,  which  now  numbers  620  volumes.  Six  hundred  subscribers  have 
availed  themselves  of  its  advantages.  There  are  also  established  Bible  classes ; 
a  class  embracing  Christian  experience,  intelligence,  and  action;  classes  for  the 


Cambridge,  Chelmsford,* *  Chester,  Dartford,  Derby,*  Dorking,  Hinck¬ 
ley,  Huddersfield,  Ipswich,  J  Newport,  (Monmouthshire,)  and  Newport, 
(Isle  of  Wight,)  Plymouth,  Truro,  and  Worcester  :||  in  Ireland,  Dub¬ 
lin,  Belfast,  Cork,  Limerick,  and  Sligo. 

Just  three  years  since,  an  association  of  150  members  was  established 
in  Edinburgh,  whose  avowed  and  especial  object  was  the  organized  and 
active  protection  of  the  poor  and  the  ignorant  from  the  encroaching 
errors  of  Homan  Catholicism,  and  general  resistance  to  the  progress  of 
Papacy  and  Tractarianism.  They  are  earnest  and  effective  in  the  work. 
It  is  a  matter  of  doubt  whether  this  is  either  in  name  or  essentially  a 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  :  it  is  not  recognized  as  such  by 
the  Association  in  London,  in  its  list  of  u  Branches.” 

The  membership  of  the  Association  in  Glasgow,  which  in  1851-2 
did  not  exceed  140,  had  in  March  last  risen  to  900.  This  society  has 
organized  for  the  passing  winter  four  courses  of  lectures,  as  follows : 
one  of  fourteen  lectures  upon  various  appropriate  topics,  on  Monday 
evenings ;  one  of  12  lectures  to  working  men,  illustrated  by  ex¬ 
periments,  models,  diagrams,  &c. — all  delivered  in  each  of  four  dis¬ 
tricts  of  the  city ;  one  of  13  lectures  on  the  evidences  of  Christianity, 
chiefly  on  Sabbath  evenings,  the  whole  course  being  repeated ;  and  a 
course  of  four  lectures  on  Infidelity :  a  total  of  92  lectures,  from  the 
first  order  of  minds,  furnished  to  young  men  and  others  during  the  six 
winter  months. 


Hebrew,  Greek,  and  Latin  languages ;  and  classes  for  geology,  astronomy,  and 
various  branches  of  science,  the  number  of  attendants  upon  which  is  104. 
Attached  to  the  news-room  will  be  a  refreshment  room,  in  which  tea,  coffee,  &c., 
will  be  supplied  at  moderate  prices. 

*  It  is  presumed  that  this  body  have  no  rooms  as  yet,  since  a  lecture  to  be 
delivered  before  it,  on  the  “Promises  of  a  Saviour  in  the  books  of  Moses  and 
Job,”  is  announced  for  March  9th,  at  a  private  house. 

f  A  course  of  sixteen  lectures  is  this  winter  and  spring  being  delivered  before 
this  Association,  the  subject  of  the  first  of  which  deserves  mention  as  a  curi¬ 
osity — “The  Ins  and  Outs  of  Young  England,  with  Characteristic  Sketches  of 
the  Lounger,  the  Theorist,  the  Rou£,  and  the  Sceptic,  concluding  with  the 
Tale  of  the  Three  Brothers.”  Among  other  exercises,  those  of  a  devotional 
character  are  held  weekly  in  their  rooms. 

+  This  Association  has  likewise  provided  a  course  of  lectures,  and  a  regular 
class  for  the  study  of  the  Bible.  Two  of  the  subjects  announced  for  February 
are,  “The  Rise  and  Fall  of  Ancient  Jerusalem,”  and  “Elijah’s  Public  Chal¬ 
lenge.” 

||  The  Young  Men’s  Magazine  for  April  announces  the  organization  of  a  simi¬ 
lar  association  in  Liverpool. 
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On  the  2d  of  January  was  published  the  first  number  of  the  Young 
Men’s  Magazine,  a  monthly  journal  of  24  8vo.  pages,  devoted  to  Reli¬ 
gion,  Literature,  and  Philosophy,  and  issued  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Glasgow  Association,  whose  secretary  is  one  of  the  publishers.  Each 
number  will  contain,  among  other  valuable  original  articles,  one  of 
the  lectures  delivered  before  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association, 
and  interesting  intelligence  from  similar  associations  in  various  parts  of 
the  world.  The  subscription  is  two  shillings  sterling  per  annum.*  A 
number  of  subscriptions  have  been  sent  from  this  city,  and  the  Corre¬ 
sponding  Secretary  will  be  happy  to  transmit  any  additional  names 
and  amounts  from  Washington  or  elsewhere. 

Young  Men’s  Christian  Associations  have  also  been  organized  in 
Greenock,  Paisley, f  and  Crieff. 

In  the  latter  part  of  1851,  a  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  was 
organized  in  Melbourne,  Australia,  the  Very  Rev.  the  Dean  of  Melbourne 
delivering  an  able  opening  lecture  on  the  occasion.  On  the  2d  of  Feb¬ 
ruary  1858,  a  few  young  men  of  Adelaide,  S.  Australia,  (one  having 
been  a  member  of  the  parent  society  in  London,  and  others  frequenters  of 
its  meetings,)  met  for  a  like  purpose.  The  Association  was  organized ; 
weekly  devotional  meetings  established,  at  which  good  has  already  been 
done,  and  at  which  the  average  attendance  was  about  thirty.  On  the  17th 
of  May,  a  Public  Tea  Meeting  was  held,  which  brought  them,  in  the 
language  of  the  Secretary,  u  within  the  strife  of  tongues.”  The  num¬ 
ber  of  members  in  June  was  only  nineteen,  but  with  a  prospect  of  a 
speedy  increase.  A  course  of  six  lectures,  during  the  winter  months, 
was  in  contemplation. 

If  to  these  are  added,  the  Associations  of  Montreal  and  Toronto,  in  the 
Canadas — to  which  fuller  reference  will  hereafter  be  made — the  num¬ 
ber  of  Young  Men’s  Christian  Associations  in  the  British  Empire  is 
thirty-seven.J 

*  The  first  four  numbers  having  been  received,  it  is  confidently  and  earnestly 
commended  to  the  members  not  only  of  this  body,  but  of  all  similar  societies 
throughout  the  country.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  subscription  list  already 
from  this  midst  may  be  increased ;  and  the  attention  of  other  associations  is 
invoked  for  the  work.  Address  “  Messrs.  Stark  &  Kidd,  Booksellers  and  Sta¬ 
tioners,  33  Glassford  street,  Glasgow,  Scotland;”  who,  it  will  be  ventured  to 
add,  will  receive  with  gratification  information  from  any  Young  Men’s  Christian 
Association  in  the  United  States.  It  is  to  this  magazine  that  the  present  report 
is  indebted  for  much  of  the  information  imbodied  in  foot  notes. 

f  This  society,  which  numbers  45  members,  has  been  addressed  by  fourteen 
lecturers  during  the  past  year. 

I  Including  Liverpool,  38. 
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(formant).  . 

The  principal  field  of  this  institution  in  Germany  is  the  valley  of  the 
Rhine,  although  it  has  extended  north-easterly  & o  Brandenburg  and  the 
shores  of  the  Baltic.  The  cradle  of  the  work  was  at  Elberfeld,  a  little 
circle  which  had  gathered  around  a  beloved  pastor  to  aid  him  in  the  cause 
of  domestic  missions,  so  long  ago  as  1824.  Since  then,  several  similar 
bands  had  thus  congregated  in  other  localities,  informally,  without 
name  or  organization  :  but  it  was  not  until  1847  that,  prompted  by  the 
Association  in  London,  a  general  and  an  organized  movement  took  place. 
This  year  raised  the  entire  number,  in  the  form  of  societies,  to  18 ; 
1848,  to  21 ;  and  the  two  following  years,  to  44.  At  the  same  time  was 
felt  the  need  of  a  common  bond  of  union  and  regular  reports ;  an  ap¬ 
peal  was  addressed  to  sister  organizations  by  a  few  societies  in  Branden¬ 
burg  and  Pomerania  and  met  with  most  cordial  reception  :  in  1848,  a 
General  Assembly  was  held  at  Elberfeld,  and  the  Societies  there  repre¬ 
sented  formed  themselves  into  a  Consociation,  under  the  name  of  u  The 
Young  Men’s  Alliance  of  the  Rhine  and  Westphalia,”  setting  forth  the 
purpose  of  their  institution  in  the  following  terse  and  conprehensive 
language,  well  worthy  of  universal  adoption  :  “  To  awaken  and  to  keep 

alive,  both  within  and  without  the  societies,  a  moral  and  religious  life, 
and  to  extend  the  hand  of  brotherhood  to  all  young  men  of  like  feeling.” 
The  general  direction  of  the  Alliance  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  eight 
members;  an  annual  assembly  was  resolved  upon  ;  and  the  Jiinglings- 
bote,  a  journal  previously  published  by  the  Association  at  Ronsdorf, 
adopted  as  its  organ.  A  library  was  established,  from  which  each 
Society  had  the  right  to  draw  a  certain  number  of  books ;  cards  of  in¬ 
troduction  were  prepared,  and  an  hour  agreed  upon  for  each  month, 
when,  in  spirit  at  least,  all  might  together  unite  in  prayer  that  He  who 
had  began  this  great  work  would  guide  and  strengthen  them  in  its 
accomplishment.  Rapidly  extending,  in  1850  the  Alliance  embraced 
35  societies  and  1,500  members;  at  their  last  General  Assembly,  73 
societies  and  4,000  members ;  and  it  has  now  spread  itself  over  Saxony 
and  Hesse,  and  numbers  in  its  band  no  less  than  84  distinct  Asso¬ 
ciations. 

These  are  essentially  the  same  in  their  constitution  and  modes  of 
operation  as  that  in  London.  The  young  men  of  the  “  pays  Rhenan” 
belong  chiefly  to  the  manufacturing  communities,  and  are  deeply  inbued 
with  the  most  dangerous  tenets  of  German  incredulity,  rationalism,  and 
materialism.  Their  spiritual  rescue  is  the  great  object  with  these 
Associations,  a  work  in  which  are  united  not  only  many  of  their  own 
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number,  but  also  many  clerks,  soldiers,  teachers,  and  divines.  Though 
organized  independently  of  ecclesiastical  bodies  or  political  connection, 
not  unfrequently  have  either  localities  for  rooms  or  pecuniary  means 
been  received  from  the  authorities,  both  of  parishes  and  municipalities, 
and  the  clergy  have  very  often  lent  their  efficient  aid  in  the  conduct  of 
the  Bible  classes.  At  Bonn,  where  is  one  of  the  most  flourishing  of 
these  organizations,  the  Professors  of  the  University  have  delivered 
courses  of  lectures  in  the  halls  of  the  Association.  In  many  localities, 
master-manufacturers,  actuated  if  by  no  other  motive,  at  least  by  an 
enlightened  view  of  their  own  interests,  encourage  the  institution,  and, 
with  their  workmen,  frequent  its  halls. 

One  feature,  in  the  working  of  these  societies,  is  peculiar  to  Ger¬ 
many.  In  this  country  a  large  class  of  workmen  are  strictly  journey¬ 
men ,  and  in  the  taverns  the  mixed  company  with  which  they  are  con¬ 
tinually  thrown,  tends  very  greatly  to  foster  profane  and  dissipated 
habits.  To  ward  off  this  evil,  as  far  as  possible,  these  Associations 
have,  in  many  towns,  established  houses  where  good  lodging  and  enter¬ 
tainments,  costing  but  little,  will  be  rendered  doubly  acceptable  by  a 
kind  reception,  and  where  will  be  found  good  books  and  profitable  con¬ 
versation. 

/ 

Another  thing,  which,  so  far  as  is  known,  forms  no  part  of  the  theory 
at  least  of  the  English  associations.  In  some  of  these,  the  mem¬ 
bers  do  not  forget,  while  as  brothers  they  strive  together  for  the  spiritual 
benefit  of  others,  to  be  ever  ready,  not  only  with  their  sympathies,  but 
their  exertions,  in  the  temporal  assistance  of  each  other,  in  procuring 
employment,  and  especially  in  cases  of  sickness. 

The  government  of  these  societies  is  not  equally  in  the  hands  of  the 
Protestant  and  Roman  Catholic  members;  nevertheless  the  member¬ 
ship  for  a  time  embraced  very  many  of  this  latter.  The  priests  seeing 
this,  have  in  their  turn  established  Associations,  in  a  measure  exclu¬ 
sively  of  their  own  religion,  and  endeavored  with  pretty  general  success 
to  draw  off  to  them  such  Roman  Catholics  as  had  united  with  the  Evan¬ 
gelical  societies. 

At  a  General  Assembly  of  the  German  Church,  held  in  the  latter  part 
of  1851,  “  the  clergy  were  recommended  to  try  to  form  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Associations  in  their  respective  districts.” 

Among  the  localities  in  which  the  societies  of  the  Rheinisch-West- 
phalischer-Junglingsbund  have  been  established,  are  Berlin,  Potsdam, 
Brandenburg,  Hanover,  Hamburg,  Bremen,  Halle,  Carlsriihe  and 
Pleidelburg  in  Baden,  Stuttgart  in  Wirtemburg,  Erlangen  in  Bavaria, 
besides  Coblentz,  Cologne,  Bonn,  Diisseldorf,  Miillheim,  Wesel,  Cleve, 
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Elberfeld,  Ronsdorf,  and  others  in  the  Prussian  provinces  upon  the 
Lower  Rhine.* 


*  As  already  noted,  correspondence  has  been  established  with  this  Alliance, 
and  the  following  extracts  from  a  translation  of  a  long  and  most  interesting 
letter  lately  received,  will  doubtless  be  read  with  interest : 

44  Brother  beloved  in  Christ  :  With  joy  we  greet  your  expression  of  willing- 
‘  ness  to  correspond  with  us.  Since  the  work  in  which  we  are  engaged  is  an 
‘  affair  of  Christ’s  kingdom,  which  will  spread  over  all  lands  and  people  and 
‘  tongues  and  embrace  the  whole  earth,  it  is  our  duty  as  truly  as  yours  to  enter 
‘  into  fraternal  intercourse  with  all  those  who  earnestly  labor  in  the  cause. 
‘  Moreover,  we  very  greatly  need  mutual  prayers,  assistance  in  love,  strength- 
‘  ening  and  encouragement,  by  communicating  what  the  faithful  Lord  has 
‘  caused  each  of  us  to  experience.  We  have  already  received  intimation  in 
4  various  ways  of  the  blessed  progress  of  Young  Men’s  Christian  Associations 
4  in  America,  and  but  a  short  time  since,  through  a  letter  from  the  Association 
4  in  New  York  ;  but  we  have  not  hitherto  entered  into  close  relations  with  any 
4  American  Association.  With  divine  permission,  our  mutual  letters  shall  form 
4  the  commencement  of  a  regular  correspondence  for  the  future.  As  you  are  in 
4  communication  with  the  trans- Atlantic  societies,  we  shall  gratefully  acknowl- 
4  edge  it,  if  you  will  permit  us  to  consider  you  a  correspondent  for  all  those 
4  organizations.  You  will  in  this  case  have  the  kindness  to  inform  us  from  time 
4  to  time  of  the  progressive  development  of  the  same,  and  impart  to  us  the 
4  specially  important  facts  that  transpire  within  the  sphere  of  your  Associations. 
*  *  *  *  Our  Alliance,  which  numbers  at  present  over 

4  100  societies,  and  about  5,000  members,  rejoices  more  and  more  in  abundant 
4  blessings  from  the  Lord.  *  *  *  We  have  already  received 

4  from  many  a  death-bed  the  most  precious  testimony  that  the  Union  has  been 
4  the  place  blessed  of  God,  where  souls  have  first  come  to  a  knowledge  of  the 
4  Saviour,  and  in  him  have  found  peace.  A  cloud  of  witnesses,  consisting  of 
4  brothers  of  our  Alliance  already  gone  to  their  homes,  attests  that  our  labor  in 
4  the  Lord  has  not  been  in  vain,  but  that  He,  with  His  spirit  and  His  grace,  has 
4  acknowledged  for  his  own  our  work  begun  in  his  name.  In  many  worldly 
4  families  a  young  man,  who  in  the  Union  has  found  the  Lord  Jesus,  has  become 
4  a  leaven  that  pervaded  the  whole  mass.  We  can  cite  repeated  instances 
4  where,  in  lifeless  parishes,  the  Union  has  become  the  hearth  whence  has 
4  streamed  forth  into  cold  hearts  the  sacred  flame  of  Him  who  for  our  sakes 
4  caused  himself  to  be  baptized  with  the  baptism  of  blood. 

4  We  have  found  that  forming  the  Unions  into  an  Alliance,  at  the  head  of  which 
4  stands  a  Central  Committee,  of  which  the  writer  is  the  President,  has  contributed 
4  essentially  to  give  strength  and  vitality  to  the  cause  of  the  Unions.  We  would 
4  therefore  suggest  that  your  Associations  also  form  themselves  into  an  Ameri- 
4  can  Alliance.  In  that  event,  it  would  give  us  great  pleasure  if  the  American 
4  Alliance  would  enter  into  an  intimate  and  fraternal  communion  with  our 
4  own,  and  furnish  us  the  addresses  of  the  allied  associations,  and  thus  enable  us 
4  to  furnish  directions  to  any  of  our  young  men  traveling  in  your  country. 

4  We,  on  our  part,  would  do  the  same. 
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fjollcmir. 

A  society,  under  the  name  of  the  (i  Young  Men's  Association  for 
the  Propagation  of  the  G-ospel,”  organized  in  Amsterdam  in  the  month 
of  October  1851,  with  only  Jive  members,  in  one  year  embraced  158 
active  and  devoted  laborers  in  the  work.  The  membership  of  this  soci¬ 
ety  is  of  two  kinds — active,  embracing  those  between  the  ages  of  18  and 
80,  and  contributing.  The  features  of  the  organization  are  these  four: 
1st.  Visiting  the  poor  of  the  city,  and  furnishing  the  Bible  to  those  des¬ 
titute  of  it.  2d.  Weekly  religious  meetings  for  their  own  improvement, 
at  which  three  clergymen,  in  turn,  explain  a  portion  of  the  Scriptures, 
and  bring  home  its  lessons.  3d.  Weekly  meetings  to  attend  to  the 
business  affairs  of  the  Society,  and  also  the  examination  of  religious 
questions  arising.  4th.  A  meeting  every  Saturday  evening  for  improve¬ 
ment  in  sacred  music.  During  the  first  year,  238  families  were  visited, 
a  large  number  of  Bibles  and  other  religious  publications  distributed, 
and  208  florins  collected  for  this  domestic  missionary  work.* * 

From  this  Association  has  proceeded  a  Hand-workmen's  Society, 
which  is  doing,  and  promises  to  do  much  good  among  this  large  and 
important  class  of  the  population.  They  have  provided  a  hall,  where 


*  *  *  “  Returning  in  the  most  affectionate  manner  your  fraternal 

*  greetings,  we  commend  you  and  ourselves  to  the  grace  of  our  God. 

“  The  Committee  of  the  Young  Men’s  Alliance  of  the  Rhine  and  Westphalia. 

DURSELEN,  President, 

Pastor  Reformed  Church. 

*  Ronsdorf,  near  Elberfbld,  March  4th,  1854.” 

Accompanying  this  letter  were  pamphlets  giving  a  history  of  the  first  three 
years  of  the  Alliance,  the  constitution  and  rules,  sundry  circulars,  a  tract  con¬ 
cerning  biblical  study,  and  also  the  “  Wanderbiichlein,”  or  passport  for  journey- 
workmen  and  others,  containing  a  directory  of  Unions  and  other  information, 
together  with  blanks  to  be  filled  up  and  signed  by  the  proper  officer  of  each 
Union  in  connection  with  which  he  remains  in  succession.  The  Committee  have, 
moreover,  kindly  sent  some  eighteen  selected  numbers  of  the  Jiinglings-bote, 
including  all  the  back  numbers  of  the  current  publication  year :  it  will  continue 
to  be  sent  regularly. 

Time  has  not  been  afforded  to  translate  any  of  these ;  but  a  glance  at  their 
contents  proves  them  to  be  rich  in  stores  for  the  future,  including  accounts  of  the 
Third  and  Fifth  General  Assemblies  of  the  Alliance,  held  September  14th,  1851, 
and  August  21st,  1858. 

*  During  the  second  year  of  the  labors  of  this  Association,  1,526  visits  have 
been  paid  to  161  families,  besides  Bible  and  tract  distribution.  Lectures  have 
also  been  delivered  in  its  rooms  on  Light,  Cromwell,  Mahomet,  &c. 
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they  may  find  newspapers  and  religious  books,  and  where  they  are  not 
infrequently  addressed  by  some  one  of  their  number,  on  the  most  im¬ 
portant  of  all  subjects. 

Societies  similar  to  that  first  spoken  of  have  also  been  established  in 
Utrecht,  Zaardam,  and  Alphen. 

Jrance. 

In  March,  1852,  was  completed  the  organization  of  the  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Union  (Union  Chretienne  de  Jeunes  Glens)  of  Paris.  In  the 
•  August  following,  a  hall  was  opened,  containing  the  nucleus  of  a  library, 
and  a  circular  issued,  announcing  the  existence  of  the  Union,  its  pur¬ 
poses  and  claims,  and  appealing  to  young  men  for  their  co-operation 
and  to  those  of  maturer  age  for  their  influence,  their  counsel,  and  sup¬ 
port.  During  the  winter  of  1852-3,  a  course  of  lectures  from  eminent 
Protestant  pastors  and  laymen  was  maintained,  and  Bible  classes  every 
Tuesday  evening,  and  gatherings  of  the  members  for  prayer  every  Sun¬ 
day  morning  before  divine  worship,  established.  In  April  last  the  first 
annual  meeting  was  held,  and  a  report  presented  by  the  Committee, 
which,  unfortunately,  was  not  printed.  It  would  doubtless  have  borne 
abroad  much  valuable  information  and  many  useful  lessons.*  The 


*  The  following  extracts  from  a  long  letter  lately  received  from  Mr.  J.  P. 
Cook,  the  President  of  their  Union — through  which  officer  all  English  corre¬ 
spondence  is  maintained  with  the  Society — will  he  found  most  interesting : 

“  The  organization  of  the  Paris  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  was  com- 
‘  pleted  on  the  19th  of  March,  1852,  when  twelve  young  men,  chiefly  students, 
‘  averaging  22  years,  and  belonging  to  three  different  denominations,  approved 
‘  of  the  enclosed  rules,  and  entered  their  names  in  a  book  prepared  for  the  pur- 
‘  pose.  Of  these  five  were  Swiss,  three  French,  one  German,  two  English,  and 
‘  one  American.  Since  that  time  87  young  men  have  been  received  members, 
‘  making  a  total  of  49.  On  the  other  hand,  ten  have  left,  because  they  do  not 
‘  reside  any  more  in  Paris,  and  three,  having  married,  have  become  honorary 
‘  members :  so  that  the  number  of  active  membfers  is  only  36.  Associate  mem- 
‘  bers,  we  have  none ;  and  I  had  even  some  difficulty  to  make  our  Secretary 
‘  understand  how  a  donation  of  one  dollar,  and  the  signing  of  your  rules,  could 
‘  be  for  some  persons  the  only  test  of  membership.  Our  test  has  nothing  to  do 
‘  with  money.  Every  one  is  supposed  to  give  according  to  his  abilities  ;  the  very 
‘  poorest  give  nothing;  some  who  cannot  give  money,  give  their  time,  &c. 

“  The  denominations  represented  in  our  Union  are  the  following : 

‘  French  Methodist  Church, 

‘  Protestant  Reformed  Church, 

‘  Lutheran  Church, 

‘  Evangelical  Free  Church, 

‘  Independents. 
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active  membership  in  this,  and  in  fact,  it  is  believed,  in  all  the  French 
societies,  is  exclusively  composed  of  unmarried  men  not  more  than  30 
years  of  age. 

In  1843,  two  or  three  young  men  at  Nismes  were  led  by  mutual 
sympathies  to  unite  in  the  study  of  the  Sacred  Word.  Blessed  in  them¬ 
selves,  they  sought  to  draw  others  to  that  u  peace  of  Grod  which  passeth 


“  The  committee  is  composed  of  five,  viz: 

‘  J.  P.  Cook,  President,  rue  de  Parme,  8. 

‘  J.  Gibert,  Secretary. 

‘  M.  Frey,  Treasurer. 

‘  C.  Friedel,  Librarian. 

‘  A.  Perrot,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

“  Our  rooms  consist  of  a  reading  room,  with  a  library.  On  the  table  are  to 
‘  be  found  a  dozen  religious  periodicals  or  magazines.  No  political  ones  are 
‘  allowed.  The  library  consists  of  about  400  volumes.  Then  we  have  a  com- 

*  mittee  room,  a  lecture  room,  with  seats  for  about  70  ;  and  a  private  room  for 
‘  the  young  man,  a  member,  who  is  our  porter  or  housekeeper.  It  may  be  in- 
‘  teresting  to  you  to  learn  that  this  suite  of  rooms  is  a  part  of  the  old  theatre  in 
‘  which  Voltaire  formerly  had  his  plays  represented,  and  which  gave  its  name  to 
‘  the  street  now  called  Ptue  de  l’Ancienne  Com6die,  or  Street  of  the  Old  Theatre. 
‘  We  are  at  No.  14. 

“  Of  the  state  of  our  finances  I  am  unable  to  speak.  At  our  last  anniversary, 
‘  in  April  last,  we  had  received  and  expended  about  $450. 

“  I  believe  our  Union  to  be  on  a  good  footing.  The  great  hindrance  to  our 
‘  getting  on,  is  want  of  time.  We  are,  all  of  us,  so  busy  as  students,  or  evan- 
‘  gelists,  or  young  men  in  business,  that  we  scarcely  find  any  time  for  corre- 
‘  spondence  or  visiting.  Some  of  our  members  are  even  so  circumstanced  that 

*  they  can  only  attend  our  meetings  once  a  month.  The  means  of  doing  good 
‘  we  employ  are  : 

“1.  A  Bible  class  on  Tuesday  evenings,  open  to  all  young  men,  and  presided 
‘  in  turn  by  every  one  of  the  members. 

“  2.  Public  lectures,  in  winter.  We  were  wishing  to  have  them,  this  winter, 
‘  once  a  week,  but,  from  want  of  proper  lecturers,  we  have  only  had  four 
‘  hitherto. 

3.  A  reading  room,  open  gratuitously  to  all  young  men,  every  evening, 
‘  from  74  o’clock  to  10. 

“  4.  A  monthly  meeting  of  members  for  conversation,  prayer,  reading  of  cor- 
‘  respondence,  &c. 

“  5.  Weekly  prayer  meetings,  in  various  parts  of  the  town. 

“  6.  Visits  to  young  men,  whenever  we  find  an  opportunity. 

“  The  committee  meets  every  week,  for  the  admission  or  expulsion  of  mem- 
‘  bers,  and  transaction  of  business. *  *  *  * 

“  As  yet,  the  Government  has  let  us  alone.  We  have  obtained  the  necessary 

*  authorization  for  our  reading  room.  We  are  strictly  inspected  and  watched 
‘  over  by  the  police,  but  not  hindered  in  the  least.  God  be  thanked  !” 


I 


33 

all  understanding,”  and  the  divine  blessing  rested  upon  their  efforts. 
But  the  removal  of  some  of  the  most  earnest  reduced  materially  the 
little  band  and  discouraged  the  remainder,  and  the  little  gathering 
seemed  almost  to  have  been  forgotten,  till,  one  of  their  number  receiv¬ 
ing  a  letter  from  a  member  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Union  of 
Geneva,  a  correspondence  was  commenced  which,  in  connection  with 
the  influence  exerted  by  the  numerous  examples  in  Great  Britain  and 
on  the  continent,  resulted  in  organization,  and  last  summer  the  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Union  of  Xismes  had  u  a  local  habitation  and  a  name.” 
They  have  opened  a  Christian  library  and  reading  room  and  intended 
to  provide  lectures  during  the  winter  of  1853—4.  An  earnest  desire 
has  been  manifested  by  the  secretary,  31.  Francois  Saltet,  to  establish 
correspondence  with  sister  associations  wherever  they  will  hear  and 
respond  to  the  voice  of  Christian  affection  and  sympathy. 

Xot  all  of  the  Unions  of  similar  character,  which,  besides  these  to 
the  number  of  36,  exist  in  France,  have  a  regular  organization  and 
extended  influence.  3Iany  of  them,  little  bands  drawn  and  held  to¬ 
gether  only  by  the  bonds  of  deep  and  mutual  sympathy,  are  composed 
of  converts  from  Roman  Catholicism  and  Protestant  voung  men  who 
in  this  union  have  not  only  sustained  each  other's  faith,  but  made  pure 
Christian  progress,  without  the  assistance  of  public  worship  and  de¬ 
prived  of  the  teachings  of  a  Protestant  ministry. 

Among  the  most  important  of  those  in  full  organization  are  the 
societies  at  Strasburg  and  3Iontauban,* *  the  first  steps  towards  which 


*  A  translation  of  a  letter  from  this  Association,  under  date  of  January  ISth, 
furnishes  the  following  interesting  extracts : 

“It  is  not  without  a  lively  joy  that  we  have  received  and  read  your  circular 
4  dated  in  the  month  of  November,  1853.  We  have  been  very  happy  to  see  that 
4  our  foreign  brothers  think  of  us :  and  we  bless  our  God  that  he  permits  us  to 
‘  unite  with  each  other  at  distances  so  immense.  We  bless  him  also  that  he 
‘  advances  his  kingdom  in  the  world  and  that,  in  our  day,  he  seems  specially 
‘  to  have  chosen  young  men  for  the  awakening  and  conversion  of  the  people. 

*  *  *  Our  work — have  we  told  you  ? — is  modest ;  this  is  why  it 

‘  is  established  upon  a  scale  very  much  less  extensive  than  other  associations  of 
‘  this  kind.  We  have  neither  library  nor  reading  room  nor  religious  journals 
4  at  our  disposal:  we  have  not  as  yet  thought  much  of  establishing  a  treasury. 
4  See,  in  what  our  simple  Christian  Union  consists  : 

“  Every  week  we  meet  together  to  read  and  meditate  upon  the  word  of  God  ; 
4  and  there  is  at  the  close  religious  conversation  upon  the  chapter  which  has 
4  been  read.  *  *  *  Our  Association  is  composed  of  theological 

•  students ;  and  it  is  our  design  by  this  study  to  render  ourselves  useful  in  the 
4  sacred  vocation  to  which  we  have  been  called. 
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were  taken  by  the  students  in  the  Theological  Seminaries  in  these 
cities.* * 

Besides  the  above,  the  following  localities  may  be  mentioned— -Lyons, 
Bordeaux,  Marseilles,  Toulouse,  and  Grenoble — in  which  a  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Association  has  in  some  form  been  established. 

A  similar  organization  exists  also  in  Algiers,  making  a  total  of  39  in 
the  French  Empire. 


Suritjerlanb, 

Perhaps  the  most  interesting  field  of  the  institution  is  in  this  country, 
and  particularly  in  Geneva.  In  November  1852  a  few  young  men, 
accustomed  for  some  years  previous  to  unite  frequently  for  mutual 


Our  Union  was  established  at  Montauban,  in  the  month  of  November, 

*  1852.  I  cannot  designate  the  precise  day.  *  *  *  We 

*  have  at  this  time  14  members  ;  we  have  avoided  as  much  as  possible  giving  to 

*  our  society  an  ecclesiastical  character.  *  *  *  We  give 

‘  the  two  principal  rules ; 

“  ‘  There  is  founded  at  Montauban,  a  Young  Men’s  Christian  Union,  which  has 

*  for  its  end,  the  improvement  of  the  members  which  compose  it  and  evangeliza- 

*  tion  in  general. 

“  ‘All  young  men  are  received  as  members  of  the  Union,  who  accept  Jesus 
‘  Christ  as  their  Saviour  and  their  God,  according  to  the  Scriptures,  and  who, 
‘  through  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  feel  themselves  called  to  work  for  the 
‘  advancement  of  his  kingdom. 

*  An  effort  is  now  on  foot  to  establish  a  general  Christian  Union  of  the  young, 
men  of  France,  as  Sections  of  which  ten  of  the  French  societies  have  already 
enrolled  themselves,  as  follows,  the  address  being  subjoined : 

1.  Paris — Rue  de  l’Ancienne  Com^die,  No.  14. 

2.  Strasburg — M.  Albert  Haas,  fils,  rue  du  Dragon,  27. 

3.  Saumur — M.  Antonin  Matthieu,  instituteur,  rue  Duneau,  6. 

4.  La  Force — M.  Barthi6,  instituteur. 

5.  St.  Sauvant — M.  le  Pasteur  Verrue,  a  St.  Sauvant,  par  Lusignan,  (Vienne.) 

6.  Rar-le-duc — M.  P.  Roussel,  rue  du  Coq,  43. 

7.  Ste.  Foy — M.  Martin,  Professeur  au  College  Protestant. 

8.  St.  Denis,  (near  Paris) — M.  Esteulle,  au  Grand  Barrage. 

9.  Caen — Aux  soins  de  M.  le  Pasteur  Melon. 

10.  Anduze,  (Gard) — Aux  soins  de  M.  le  Pasteur  Roy. 

These  have  adopted  a  simple  constitution,  containing  4  articles  of  one  section 
each,  specifying  in  general  language  who  are  members,  their  object,  their 
mutual  duties,  and  enjoining  correspondence  between  different  localities. 

Proposals  have  been  made  to  hold  in  Paris,  during  the  World’s  Exhibition  of 
next  year,  a  general  gathering  of  members  of  all  Young  Men’s  Christian  Asso¬ 
ciations,  and  to  which  their  American  brethren  are  most  cordially  invited. 
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religious  improvement,  met  and  prayerfully  considered  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  u  Union  Chretienne  de  Jeunes  Gens.”  On  the  1st  of  De¬ 
cember,  having  adopted  a  constitution,  they  opened  a  hall  and  made 
known  their  organization  and  objects  to  the  community.  The  mem¬ 
bership  of  this  body  is  small ;  it  was  with  deep  gratitude  to  God,  that, 
in  February  last,  they  announced  that  it  had  increased  to  fifty.  But 
in  this  society  all  are  really  Active  Members ;  and  their  zeal,  their  deep 
realization  of  the  duty  and  responsibility  they  have  assumed,  their 
singleness  of  purpose,  and  above  all  their  humility,  are  solemnly  offered 
to  members  of  Associations  in  America,  lessons  full  of  rebuking  example. 
Oh  that  the  spirit  which  animates  this  little  band  of  Genevese  could 
wake  the  hearts  of  those  to  whom  an  even  more  important  duty  is  con¬ 
fided. 

The  hall  of  the  Geneva  Association,  situated  on  the  ground  floor  of  the 
house  in  which  Calvin  lived  and  died,  is  open  from  5  to  10  o’clock  p.  m., 
and  about  250  young  men  are  in  the  habit  of  resorting  thither  from  time 
to  time  to  reap  the  advantages  presented  by  a  library  of  a  thousand  vol¬ 
umes  and  to  peruse  the  various  religious  journals,  French,  English, 
German,  and  Italian,  with  which  it  is  provided.  Students  and  members 
of  both  the  u  established  and  liberal  churches”  meet  here  on  common 
grounds;  and  while,  says  one  of  their  circulars,  “  strict  neutrality  is 
maintained  with  respect  to  ecclesiastical  distinctions,  we  would  always, 
depending  upon  divine  assistance,  proclaim  more  firmly  and  hold  more 
tenaciously  those  great  evangelical  truths  briefly  stated  in  the  Seventh 
Article  of  our  rules,  viz ;  i  The  divine  authority  of  the  word  of  God ; 
the  mystery  of  the  Trinity ;  the  everlasting  divinity  and  humanity  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  only  and  perfect  Saviour;  the  necessity  of 
the  Christian  to  work,  with  the  help  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  in  humility, 
prayer  and  total  renunciation  of  self,  to  proclaim  everywhere  that  name 
which  alone  is  given  among  men  whereby  they  may  be  saved.’  ” 

Twice  a  week  are  held  meetings  for  the  study  of  the  Bible :  and 
frequent  re-unions  draw  the  members  together  to  speak  of  their  own 
spiritual  interests  and  of  the  affairs  of  their  own  and  other  sister  Asso¬ 
ciations.  A  series  of  leetures  of  a  spiritual  character  are  maintained, 
in  which  department,  as,  in  fact,  in  many  others,  the  valuable  services 
of  Professor  Merle  d’Aubigne  have  always  been  devotedly  at  the  ser¬ 
vice  of  the  society.  Finally,  many  of  the  members  spend  some  time 
in  visiting  the  sick  and  the  poor  and  bearing  the  oil  of  comfort  for 
both  the  body  and  the  spirit. 

The  ages  of  seventeen  and  thirty  are  the  limits  of  regular  member¬ 
ship. 


In  other  parts  of  Switzerland,  particularly  in  the  French  Cantons, 
the  institution  has  spread  rapidly ; — and  a  year  ago  the  Swiss  Union 
embraced  twenty-one  Young  Men’s  Christian  Associations.  Of  those  in 
the  Canton  de  Vaud,  are  Lausanne,  Aubonne,  Yverdon,  Echallens  and 
Cully.  The  first  of  these  bodies  has  opened  a  hall  and  established  a 
weekly  meeting  for  mutual  instruction.  In  the  Canton  of  Neuchatel, 
societies  are  at  Neuchatel,  Boudry  and  other  localities.  Also  at  Berne 
and  Bienne  at  Zurich,  St.  Gall’s,  Vallorbes,  Lovattens  :  and  finally 
in  Basle  are  two  associations,  the  one,  chiefly  composed  of  students,  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Swiss  Union ;  the  other,  comprising  mechanics  in  the 
main,  with  the  Jiinglings-Vereine  of  Germany. 

A  peculiarity  of  these  Swiss  Associations  is  the  close  and  fraternal 
intercourse,  not  only  by  correspondence  but  personal,  which  is  main¬ 
tained  between  them.  “  The  exchange  of  visits,”  says  one  of  their  cir¬ 
culars,  u  is  a  source  of  great  blessing  for  all.”  Thus,  frequently,  one 
or  two  members  go  from  one  midst  to  bear  the  words  of  love  and  Chris¬ 
tian  sympathy  to  another.  A  numerous  gathering  of  brothers  from  many 
different  localities  was  held  at  Lausanne  in  April  last ;  and  a  general 
and  informal  assembly  from  similar  societies  in  various  parts  of  Europe, 
“  a  banquet  of  love,”  was  held  at  the  hall  of  the  Geneva  Society  on  the 
2d  of  July. 

It  is  but  the  larger  and  wider  influence  of  the  same  spirit  which 
prompts  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  this  latter  society,  M.  Henri 
Dunant,  acting  to  some  extent,  it  is  believed,  as  the  organ  of  the  Swiss 
Union,  to  maintain  a  correspondence  vast  in  magnitude  and  with  locali¬ 
ties  scattered  throughout  the  whole  world,  the  result  of  which  labors  are 
given  to  his  brethren,  at  home  or  abroad,  in  occasional  circulars.  To 
him  is  this  report  indebted  for  much  of  its  information  from  the  con¬ 
tinent  ;  and  through  him  or  his  directions  has  the  Correponding  Secre¬ 
tary  of  this  body  established  all  of  his  continental  correspondence. 

Jtalg. 

An  interesting  Association  has  been  established  at  Turin,  whose 
correspondence  has  given  great  pleasure  and  encouragement  to  many 
societies  in  Europe.*  There  are  also  six  other  similar  societies  in  Italy, 


*  The  January  number  of  the  Jiinglings-bote,  lately  received,  contains  a  copy 
of  a  letter  from  G.  Concourde,  Secretary  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Turin,  to  the  German  Alliance,  bearing  date  October  10th,  1853.  There 
has  not  been  opportunity  to  translate  it  in  time  for  this  Keport. 
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among  which  are  those  at  Rome,  Milan,  G-enoa,  and  .Nice;  small  gath¬ 
erings,  it  is  probable,  in  each  of  these  cities,  but  God  only  can  tell  that 
it  may  not  be  the  little  leaven  hid  away  to  bring  about  great  results. 

They  are  also  appearing  in  Piedmont,  and  the  Yalley  of  the  Yaudois. 

A  pamphlet  of  Genevan  issue  makes  allusion  to  a  Young  Men’s  Chris¬ 
tian  Association  in  Constantinople ;  and  a  letter  from  M.  Dunant  to 
the  New  York  Society  speaks  of  one  in  Beyroot,  Syria. 

In  the  same  letter  mention  is  made  of  Count  Sewenhaupt,  a  young 
officer  of  the  Swedish  army,  who  has  become  greatly  interested  in  the 
Association  in  G-eneva;  and  continuing  a  correspondence  after  his 
departure,  hopes  to  introduce  the  institution  to  the  Christian  young 
men  of  his  native  country. 

In  short — anticipating  for  a  moment  the  remainder  of  this  sketch — 
what,  this  day,  is  the  number  and  extent  of  these  Young  Men’s  Chris¬ 


tian  Associations  ? 

That  of  London  and  its  branches  throughout  the  British  em¬ 
pire  as  the  organs  of  which  the  u  Occasional  Papers”  of  the 
London  Association  and  the  u  Young  Men’s  Magazine”  of  the 
Glasgow  Association  may  perhaps,  in  some  respects,  be  recognized,  37* 

The  German  Alliance,  (Rheinisch-Westphalischer-Jiinglings- 
bund,)  the  organ  of  whose  Central  Committee  at  Ronsdorf  is  the 
Jiinglings-bote,  ------  84f 

Those  in  Holland,  ------  4 

Sections  of  the  “  Christian  Union  of  Young  Men  in  Prance,” 
and  other  Associations  in  that  empire,  -  -  -  39 

The  “  Swiss  Union,”  whose  organ,  to  all  intents  and  purposes, 
is  the  pen  and  the  circulars  of  M.  Dunant  at  Geneva,  -  21 

Italy  and  others,  ------  9 

Young  Men’s  Christian  Associations  in  the  United  States,  -  23J 
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Let  this  simple  fact  be  laid  before  the  community  and  let  it  be  re¬ 
membered  that,  with  the  exception  of  those  in  the  United  States,  the 
members  of  these  numerous  bodies  are  exclusively  Christian  young  men, 
in  the  prime  of  mental  and  physical  vigor,  who  have  united  themselves, 
from  their  souls  to  labor  to  the  best  of  their  abilities  and  opportunities 
to  give  glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  to  spread  His  peace  on  earth,  and 


*  38. 
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to  diffuse  love  and  good  will  among  men.  May  the  Divine  Head  of 
the  Church  militant,  who  has  thus  called  them  to  the  vanguard  in  his 
cause,  so  support  and  strengthen  them  in  the  conflict,  that  still  united 
they  may  finally  meet  face  to  face  and  he  welcomed  to  the  Church 
triumphant  with  the  words,  u  Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servants; 
enter  ye  into  the  joy  of  your  Lord.” 

®f)e  (Sanaiias. 

The  report  of  a  late  meeting  of  the  New  York  Association  speaks  of 
the  presence  on  that  occasion  of  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  of  Montreal,  C.  E.  Efforts  have 
been  made,  as  yet  without  result,  to  ascertain  whether  he  was  still  in 
that  city,  or  where  and  how  he  could  be  addressed.  A  letter  has  also 
been  addressed  to  the  Association  itself ;  but  there  has  not  as  yet  been 
time  for  a  reply.* 


*  A  paper  and  a  few  tracts,  followed  by  long  and  most  interesting  letter  from 
this  Association  under  date  of  February  23d,  have  completed  the  work  of  estab¬ 
lishing  a  cordial  intercourse.  This  society,  dating  its  organization  from  the  early 
part  of  December  1851,  was  the  first  of  the  kind  on  this  continent  and  is  now 
probably  the  most  truly  devoted  and  useful.  Its  constitution  recognizes  but  one 
description  of  membership — the  active  :  and  all  the  evangelical  denominations 
in  this  city,  with  the  exception  of  the  Old  Kirk  or  Established  Church  of  Scot¬ 
land,  cordially  co-operate  in  the  good  work.  The  minimum  subscription  is  fifty 
cents,  though  very  many  pay  a  fee  of  $4  or  $5  ;  and  the  income  is  sufficient  for 
all  demands.  For  the  purpose  of  sustaining  a  City  Missionary  there  is  a  distinct 
fund,  which  is  aided  from  time  to  time  by  the  different  churches.  This  mission 
is  the  most  interesting  and  important  feature  in  the  work,  and,  in  regard  to  it,  it 
were  better  that  the  letter  of  Mr.  Grafton,  the  Acting  Corresponding  Secretary, 
should  speak  for  itself. 

‘‘At  an  early  period  of  our  history  we  felt  that  we  needed  one  man  who 
‘  could  devote  his  time  to  the  interests  of  young  men  especially.  The  most  active 
‘  members  of  the  Association,  those  most  anxious  for  its  usefulness,  were  so 
‘  immersed  in  business  as  to  leave  them  but  little  time  for  any  systematic  and 
‘  general  plan  for  reaching  the  numbers  of  young  men  who  needed  Christian 
‘  sympathy  and  counsel.  Having  resolved  upon  procuring  a  City  Missionary* 
‘  efforts  were  made  to  get  a  suitable  man ;  and,  after  many  months’  delay — no 
‘  suitable  person  presenting — application  was  made  to  the  Manchester  City  Mission, 
‘(England,)  asking  its  committee  to  select  from  their  many  missionaries  one 
‘  suitable  for  our  city ;  and  in  faith  and  prayer  we  waited  for  the  man  they  should 
‘  send.  We  believe  they  were  guided  by  the  Lord  of  the  Vineyard  to  send  just 
‘  the  man  we  wanted — pious,  diligent,  laborious,  judicious  and  pleasing  in  his 
4  address,  he  has  won  upon  the  Christians  of  our  city.  This  movenent  of  the 
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Information  has  also  been  lately  obtained  of  the  organization  of  a 
similar  society  in  Toronto,  C.  W.* 


*  young  men  has  been  sanctioned  and  approved  of  by  most  of  the  Pastors  of  the 
4  city.  It  is  intended  that  the  Missionary  should  spend  about  half  his  time 
4  among  young  men,  the  remaining  half  in  the  various  benevolent  institutions. 

4  The  jail  is  entirely  left  to  us,  and  our  Missionary  there  preaches  to  60  or  70 
4  persons  every  Sabbath.  During  the  season  of  navigation,  he  will  visit  much 
4  among  the  shipping,  seeking  to  be  useful  to  the  thousands  of  emigrants  passing 

*  through  our  city.  The  expenses  of  the  mission  the  first  year  will  be  heavy, 
4  owing  to  expenses  of  bringing  out  the  man  and  his  family ;  but  we  estimate 
4  our  annual  expense  will  be  about  $600.  If  possible,  we  will  get  another  mis- 
4  sionary.  A  series  of  papers  to  young  men  have  been  commenced ;  and  with 
4  these  in  his  hand,  our  Missionary  visits  from  store  to  store,  and  from  ware- 
4  house  to  warehouse,  quietly  hands  in  a  tract,  and  passes  on,  unless  there  is  an 

*  opportunity  and  disposition  to  converse.  The  young  men  will  by  this  means 
4  learn  to  know  him  and  he  will  know  them.  Good  is  already  resulting. 

44We  feel  that  rooms  and  meetings  are  not  sufficient.  They  are  valuable,  but 
4  something  more  is  required.  Many  young  men  will  not  come  within  the  reach 
4  of  our  influence:  we  must  send  after  them ;  the  living  voice  must  reach  them. 

*  The  small  tract  with  some  pointed  title  may  arrest  their  attention.  We  are 
4  anxious  that  our  Association  should  be  evangelistic  and  aggressive ;  and  we  do 
4  not  feel  that  we  are  doing  what  we  ought  to  do,  till  we  are  faithfully  and  dili- 
4  gently  laboring  to  teach  sinners  God’s  way,  in  order  that  sinners  may  be  con- 
4  verted  unto  him.” 

*  Correspondence  has  now  been  fully  opened  with  this  Society  also.  It  is 
formed  on  the  model  of  that  in  Montreal  and  relies  chiefly  on  the  personal 
exertions  of  its  members.  A  band  of  young  men  is  formed  44  to  traverse  the 
4  city  with  tracts,  endeavor  to  fill  the  Sabbath  schools  and  supply  families  who 
4  are  found  destitute  of  the  Word  of  God.”  No  reading  room  or  library  is  at 
present  contemplated.  “Our  finances  may  be  considered  prosperous,”  writes 
the  Secretary,  “not  because  our  income  is  large,  but  because  our  expenditure 
4  is  small.  The  means  by  which  we  propose  to  allure  young  men  from  the  paths 
4  of  vice  is  to  render  our  weekly  meetings  attractive  as  well  as  useful  by  essays, 

*  conversations,  debates  and  public  lectures.  *  *  * 

4  A  secondary  though  very  important  object  of  this  Association  is  the  collection 
4  of  moral  and  religious  statistics,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  power 
4  and  efficiency  of  the  moral  machinery  in  operation  amongst  us,  as  well  as  the 
4  prevalence  of  particular  vices.  We  have  a  numerous  sub-committee  engaged 
4  in  this  work,  who  are  appointed  from  the  body  of  the  Association.  If  every 
4  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  on  this  continent  would  direct  their  atten- 
4  tion  to  this  subject  and  form  general  alliances,  we  believe  they  would  eon- 
4  tribute  still  more  largely  to  the  cause  of  morals  and  religion,  as  well  as  to  that 
4  of  literature.” 
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Hniteir  States. 

In  the  following  review  of  American  Young  Men’s  Christian  Asso¬ 
ciations  several  facts  and  dates,  of  interest  chiefly  in  reference,  will  be 
omitted  to  be  grouped  together  in  a  table  at  the  close  of  the  report.  In 
that  table  a  geographical,  in  this  review  a  chronological  order  will  be 
observed.* 

Boston,  Mass. — This  is  the  earliest,  the  largest  and,  in  a  mundane 
point  of  view,  the  most  flourishing  in  this  country,  and  to  the  former 
Corresponding  Secretary  the  Washington  Association  was  greatly  in¬ 
debted  for  counsel  and  other  assistance  rendered  in  its  organization.  A 
most  judicious  construction  of  the  Finance  Committee  has,  from  the 
first,  maintained  it  in  efficiency  and  independence ;  and  the  first  annual 
report  states  the  income  of  the  past  year  at  near  $7,000,  a  balance  of 
$1,900  being  left  in  the  treasury.  This  report  gives  the  number  of 
Life  Members  at  150  and  general  membership  at  600 — both  of  which 
have  been  still  increasing.  An  act  making  this  Association  a  corporate 
body  was  approved  March  30th,  1852. 

Among  the  plans  of  usefulness  devised  by  the  Boston  Association 
are  the  following  :  A  committee  on  boarding-houses,  a  committee  on 
employment  and  a  voluntary  committee  on  attendance  on  the  sick. 
A  weekly  meeting  for  conference  and  prayer  is  held ;  a  class  for  the 
study  of  the  Bible  meets  weekly ;  and  there  is  also  a  weekly  re-union 
for  social  intercourse  and  intellectual  conversation.  This  last  is  espe¬ 
cially  commended  to  the  attention  of  the  Association  or  of  the  Standing 
Committee.  To  promote  intercourse  among  the  clergy  of  Boston,  the 
Library  Committee  have  proposed  that  the  mail  matter  of  such  as 
will  consent  thereto,  should  be  brought  daily  to  the  rooms  and  there 
distributed  into  boxes — the  locality  being  as  central  for  access  as  the 
post  office — thus  making  the  hall,  furnished  as  it  is  with  religious 
journals  and  conveniences  for  writing,  as  it  were,  a  most  desirable 
religious  exchange. 

The  second  annual  report  will  this  spring  be  looked  for  with  great 
interest. 

Worcester,  Mass. — This  Society  has  been  regarded  as  one  of  the 
most  interesting  in  the  United  States.  A  small  number  of  faithful  spirits 
have  struggled  against  an  open  opposition,  to  which  even  the  terms 


*  Both  of  these  have  been  prepared  up  to  the  present  date. — May  8. 
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“  fierce  and  bitter”  are  not  inapplicable.  In  the  midst  of  this  storm 
from  without,  there  has  been  lukewarmness  on  the  part  of  those  who 
should  have  been  their  friends  and  strong  support,  until  they  believed 
that  they  had  acted  under  a  mistaken  sense  of  duty,  and  disbandment 
seemed  approaching.  But  four  young  men  of  firmness  and  decision 
upheld  the  good  work ;  encouraging  letters  came  from  other  more  suc¬ 
cessful  societies  seeking  correspondence,  telling  of  G-od’s  blessing  upon 
the  earnest,  and  breathing  the  words  of  sympathy  and  affection.  Up¬ 
held  by  the  good  accomplished  elsewhere  and  by  the  moral  support  of 
those  not  u  of  their  own  household,”  they  have  rallied  and  the  new 
year  has  now  opened  upon  their  brightened  hopes.  Very  full  and  dear 
letters  have  been  received  from  this  body  from  which  it  was  the  design 
to  have  made  extracts ;  but  space  commands  brevity  and  the  Corre¬ 
sponding  Secretary  will  content  himself  with  expressing  the  hope  that 
the  hand  of  Christian  sympathy  and  encouragement  will  be  held  out  to 
these  trusting  young  men  from  many  a  more  prosperous  sister  society. 
May  the  loving  Father  of  us  all  grant  that  u  as  their  day,  so  may  their 
strength  be,”  and  that  these  trials  may  but  present  them  brighter  before 
His  throne  at  the  last  day. 

Springfield,  Mass. — Attempts  to  establish  much  of  a  correspond¬ 
ence  with  this  Association  have  not  been  successful  and  nothing  is 
known  of  its  condition.  Some  of  its  members  have  allowed  themselves 
to  be  drawn  into  a  controversy  with  the  denomination  of  Unitarians,  in 
the  columns  of  the  Republican,  concerning  the  requisites  to  full  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  society ;  which  has  probably  done  nothing  to  create  a 
more  kindly  state  of  feeling  between  those  who  differ,  though  radically 
yet  honestly,  on  most  important  points. 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. — With  this  society,  the  Young  Men’s  Christian 
Union ,  the  Washington  Association  has  had,  of  late,  a  most  agreeable 
intercourse.  It  has  been  incorporated  and  is  firmly  settled  in  a  suite 
of  rooms,  consisting  of  library  and  reading  room  — opening  into  each 
other  by  folding-doors,  well  carpeted  and  supplied  with  arm-chairs, 
sofas  and  tables,  the  cost  of  all  which  has  been  met  by  private  subscrip¬ 
tion  among  the  members- — and  a  hall  capable  of  seating  400  persons. 
The  receipts  and  expenses  of  the  past  year  have  been  not  far  from 
$600,  the  former  slightly  in  excess.  A  class  of  Sacred  History,  which 
is  largely  attended,  meets  in  the  hall  every  other  Wednesday  evening, 
alternating  with  lectures  from  distinguished  clergymen  and  others,  on 

the  intermediate  weeks.  A  Committee  on  Bible  and  Tract  Distribu- 
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tion  lias  been  organized  and  the  city  divided  into  districts,  one  of 
which  is  under  the  charge  of  each  member  of  the  committee;  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  which  are  engaged  150  distributors,  the  majority  of  whom 
are  ladies  :  the  entire  city  is  regularly  traversed  every  month.  Last 
spring  1,000  Bibles  and  German  Testaments,  generously  supplied  by 
a  friend  of  the  Union,  were  furnished  to  destitute  families ;  and  during 
February,  1854,  they  distributed  8,174  tracts,  nearly  half  of  which 
were  in  German,  French,  or  Dutch. 

In  a  letter  from  this  society  is  a  true  word  spoken  :  u  In  fact,  we 
‘  have,  in  the  formation  and  working  of  our  Union,  found  many  good 
6  working  Christian  young  men,  who  previously  were  only  waiting  for 
1  something  to  do.” 

Portsmouth,  N.  H. — This  body  differs  from  its  sister  societies  in 
some  respects.  Its  active  membership  is  open  to  all  denominations 
of  Christians;  and  its  officers,  board,  &c.,  are  subject  to  change 
every  three  months — a  system,  it  is  thought,  inimical  to  anything  like 
thoroughness  and  efficiency.  The  meetings  are  weekly  and  are  occu¬ 
pied  with  business,  essays,  and  debates.  This  Society  took  possession 
of  their  present  new  rooms,  with  appropriate  ceremonies,  (early  in  De¬ 
cember  last.) 

Washington,  D.  C. — This  Association  was  the  sixth  established  in 
the  United  States.* 

New  York,  N.  Y. — The  Society  in  this  city  is  and  ever  must  be, 
in  many  respects,  the  most  important  in  the  country ;  and  in  its  succsss 
all  have  the  deepest  interest.  The  last  annual  report,  May,  1853, 
represents  the  financial  department  in  good  condition ;  which  has  not 
since  continued  to  be  the  case.  Three  large  rooms,  capable  of  being 
thrown  together  and  well  supplied  with  periodical  literature,  have  long 
been  opened;  Bible  classes  and  prayer  meetings  established;  and  courses 
of  Sunday  evening  and  other  lectures  provided.  A  proposition  was 
made  last  summer  that  a  regular  semi-annual  correspondence  should  be 
maintained  between  this  and  other  societies  in  communication  with  it. 
It  is  not  known  whether  definite  shape  was  given  to  this  plan.  At  an 


*  It  may  not  be  known  to  many  of  the  members  that  a  Colored  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Association  has  lately  been  organized  in  this  city,  with  a  constitution 
based  upon  that  of  this  body.  The  President  is  Mr.  Anthony  Bowen,  of  the 
Patent  Office;  and  Corresponding  Secretary,  Mr.  John  Johnson. 
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nearly  day  the  subject  of  Sabbath  desecration  engaged  the  attention  of 
this  body,  but  no  course  was  perceived  in  which  the  Society,  as  such, 
could  constitutionally  combat  it. 

A  position  directly  and  aggressively  hostile  to  Roman  Catholicism 
was  distinctly  taken  in  the  above-mentioned  report  and  sustained  by 
the  action  of  the  Association  in  November  and  December  last,  in  the 
rejection  of  a  Roman  Catholic  applicant  for  associate  membership,  after 
a  long  and  somewhat  excited  discussion  extending  over  two  monthly 
meetings. 

The  attention  of  the  Association  is  now  chiefly  engaged  in  a  plan  for 
erecting  a  building  for  its  own  objects;  and  an  effort  to  raise  the  sum 
of  $50,000  for  this  purpose  is  being  vigorously  prosecuted,  and  with 
promise  of  success.* 

New  London,  Conn. — This  Society  was  the  first  and  almost  the 
only  one  which,  unsought,  announced  its  own  organization  to  the  Wash¬ 
ington  Association.  It  began  with  good  promise,  but  of  its  history 
nothing  is  known,  save  the  names  of  the  present  officers,  obtained  from  a 
New  London  directory.  No  reply  to  either  letter,  circular,  or  pamphlet 
has  been  received  since  November,  1852. 

Detroit,  Mich. — There  has  been  less  intercourse  with  this  body 
than  was  hoped.  The  annual  report  of  last  May  was  published  only 
in  newspaper  form ;  and  not  having  been  seen  by  the  Corresponding 
Secretary,  no  further  information  is  at  his  command. 

Concord,  N.  H. — A  pleasant  intercourse  has  been  maintained  with 
this  Association  which  is  evidently  doing  good  in  its  midst.  At  its 
last  annual  meeting  in  October,  $129  had  been  received ;  the  expenses 
incurred  amounted  to  $188.  Merely  the  nucleus  of  a  library  had  been 
obtained,  though  the  reading  room  was  fairly  supplied  with  papers.  The 
Society  has  been  made  the  subject  of  an  able  and  animated  controversy, 
which  was  begun  by  a  sermon  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Woodbury,  the  Uni¬ 
tarian  clergyman,  and  published  under  the  title,  “  Who  are  Evangelical  V ’ 
and  followed  by  a  pamphlet  in  reply,  “Who  is  Right ?”  from  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Savage,  a  rejoinder  from  Mr.  W.,  and  a  review  of  the  whole 
matter  from  Mr.  S. — the  second  and  fourth  of  which  were  published 


*  There  is  also  in  this  city  a  German  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association — 
a  branch  of  the  Jiinglings-bund — organized  on  the  6th  of  January,  1850.  Their 
locality  is  115  Stanton  street. 
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by  the  Association.  It  is  regarded  as  unfortunate  that  the  discussion  was 
ever  opened,  as  it  cannot  be  thought  to  have  been  productive  of  anything 
but  unkind  and  unchristian  feelings. 

New  Orleans,  La. — Certainly  no  field  is  more  in  need  of  a  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Association  than  is  offered  to  this  body  and  there  is 
reason  to  believe  few  laborers  have  gone  forth  to  the  harvest  more 
earnestly  than  these  dear  brethren.  Their  number  is  very  small  in 
proportion  to  the  population  around  them :  it  were  surprising  were  it 
otherwise  in  New  Orleans.  A  small  library  and  a  well-stocked  reading 
room  are  opened,  and  weekly  prayer  meetings  are  held.  The  income 
for  the  past  year  was  about  $690. 

On  the  approach  of  the  southern  scourge  which  during  last  summer 
desolated  this  city,  the  Association  discontinued  its  various  meetings 
till  the  fall,  having  previously  appointed  a  committee  to  watch  over 
and  aid  their  sick  brothers  of  the  Society.  Nobly  did  they  perform 
their  duty,  and  some  sank  under  the  exposure;  but  in  this  trying 
time  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  was  prompt  and  efficient 
where  good  was  to  be  done  and  attracted  much  notice  and  many  heart¬ 
felt  blessings.  No  equally  numerous  body  of  men  suffered  less  during 
the  epidemic.  A  relief  committee  of  ten,  changed  quarterly,  is  at  all 
times  regularly  maintained. 

While  the  same  proposition  was  being  talked  about  in  the  Washington 
Society,  in  this  body  a  monthly  journal,  designed  to  be  its  organ, 
was  established.  It  is  the  only  periodical  of  the  kind  in  the  United 
States.  The  first  number  of  the  “  Companion”  was  issued  in  January 
and  contained,  in  common  with  succeeding  numbers,  much  matter  of 
interest  to  members  of  all  similar  organizations.  The  subscription  fee 
is  but  one  dollar  a  year  and  should  be  addressed  to  L.  A.  Duncan, 
Supervising  Editor.  The  attention  of  the  Washington  members  is 
again  called  to  this  paper  and  it  is  hoped  that  a  generous  list  may  be 
sent  to  the  aid  of  a  sister  association. 

Baltimore,  Md. — With  this  organization  the  pleasure  of  much  per¬ 
sonal  intercourse  has  been  added  to  the  correspondence  maintained; 
and  the  Corresponding  Secretary  has  been  gratified  by  his  attendance 
on  several  of  its  meetings  during  the  past  year.  The  interesting  report 
of  the  President  has  been  issued  lately  and  announces  the  completion 
of  the  first  year  of  the  Society.  It  was  incorporated  on  March  26th, 
1853.  Total  receipts  for  the  year,  $942;  expenditures,  $804,  On 
the  20th  of  April,  1854,  the  new  rooms  in  the  Bible  and  Tract  House 
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were  dedicated  in  the  presence  of  a  crowded  assembly.  This  suite  of 
apartments,  arranged  especially  for  the  purposes  of  the  Association,  are 
of  the  most  commodious  and  attractive  character.  The  reading  room 
contains  47  periodicals,  chiefly  religious.  On  the  4th  of  May,  the 
Corresponding  Secretary  had  the  pleasure  of  attending  the  Anniversary 
Meeting  of  this  body,  and  joining  sweet  counsel  also  with  delegates 
from  another  sister  association. 

Alexandria,  Va. — It  is  to  be  deeply  regretted  that  the  interest  ex¬ 
cited  by  the  organization  of  this  Society  was  short  lived.  After  a  few 
meetings,  they  ceased  entirely :  they  were  called,  but  far  less  than  a 
quorum  attended  and  the  Association  appeared  to  be  abandoned. 
Lately,  however,  through  the  persevering  efforts  of  one  or  two  faithful 
ones,  its  life  has  been  renewed  and  considerable  activity  has  been  shown 
in  fixing  it  on  a  permanent  basis.  Rooms  have  been  obtained  and  are 
probably  by  this  time  open  to  members  and  strangers. 

Chicago,  III. — Success  has  not  crowned  attempts  to  draw  this 
body  into  correspondence  until  the  reception  of  a  letter  from  the  Presi¬ 
dent,  under  date  of  March  28,  1854.  In  this  he  writes:  “ We  have 
had  no  meetings  for  a  long  time ;  our  rooms  are  closed  and  we  are  in 
a  dormant  state.”  Its  laboring  members  have  been  discouraged;  they 
“  do  not  intend  to  let  the  organization  die,  by  any  means,  but  hope  the 
Christian  community  will  yet  awake  to  its  importance.”  God  grant 
it,  for  no  place  needs  this  influence  more  than  one  in  which  business 
pursuits  and  the  spirit  of  gain  have  absorbed  all  other  interests. 

Peoria,  III. — This,  though  a  small,  is  an  interesting  seed  plot  of  the 
truth  in  the  Far  West.  Its  constitution  has  not  been  published,  but  a 
pleasant  hall,  60  by  20  feet,  has  been  opened,  containing  about  40  peri¬ 
odicals  of  various  kinds,  and  a  course  of  lectures  established  during  the 
past  winter  which  are  expected' to  yield  $75,  and  with  which  the  nucleus 
of  a  library  may  be  procured. 

They  earnestly  ask  the  prayers  of  their  brethren  that  their  light  may 
shine  brightly  before  the  world  and  guide  many  a  way-farer  into  the 
paths  of  peace. 

Charlestown,  Mass. — The  Young  Men's  Evangelical  Union  of  this 
city  have  lately  opened  pleasant  rooms  containing  35  periodicals,  re¬ 
ligious  and  secular;  and  established  weekly  prayer-meetings  and  lec- 
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fcures.  The  sum  of  $281  had  been  expended  on  Jan.  1st.  A  pleasant 
intercourse  has  been  established  with  these  brethren. 

Prior  to  this  organization,  a  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  was 
in  existence  founded  on  the  plan  of  that  in  Boston,  but  confined  to  the 
“  First  Congregational  Church  ”  under  the  pastoral  care  of  the  Bev. 
Wm.  I.  Buddington.  Since  the  establishment  of  the  Evangelical 
Union,  very  many  of  the  members  of  the  former  have  also  united  with 
it,  and  the  Association  has  become  more  restricted  and  parochial  in  its 
character,  although  it  is  still  maintained. 

Springfield,  III. — This  Society  bears  the  same  name  as  others  on 
this  list,  but  it  is  doubted  whether  it  is  essentially  what  it  claims  to  be. 
Any  young  man  of  good  moral  character  may  enjoy  full  membership,  the 
President  alone  must  be  “  a  communicant  of  an  evangelical  church.” 
This  course  was  probably  well  considered  before  it  was  taken  and,  it 
may  be,  would  in  that  community  be  productive  of  greatest  practical 
good.  Whatever  the  cause,  it  is  hoped  it  was  not  hastily  decided 
upon  and  that  great  good  may  follow  their  earnest  exertions  in  a  good 
cause. 

Louisville,  Ky.— This  institution  is  peculiar  in  some  respects.  So 
numerous  are  the  number  of  Germans  among  its  members,  six  German 
Evangelical  churches  being  represented  upon  its  Standing  Committee, 
that  it  has  been  necessary  to  have  a  second  Corresponding  and  a  second 
Recording  Secretary.  The  former,  Max  Hohhaus,  will,  it  is  presumed, 
place  this  Society  in  direct  connexion  with  sister  Associations  in  the 
Fatherland.  In  this  body,  also,  “any  moral  young  man”  may  become 
an  active  member — the  officers  and  members  of  the  board  being  confined 
to  communicants  in  any  Christian  church;  there  is  no  distinctly  evan¬ 
gelical  feature. 

San  Francisco,  Cal. — Correspondence  has  been  opened  with  this 
distant  body  of  brethren  and  promises  to  be  a  source  of  great  interest 
and  profit.  Strictly  evangelical  in  their  organization,  earnest  and  de¬ 
voted  in  their  work,  though  they  greatly  need  intercourse  with,  and  the 
encouragement  of,  the  Eastern  Associations,  they  are  also  ready  to  give 
in  return  lessons  fruitful  for  good. 

This  Society  was  incorporated  in  September ;  a  series  of  lectures  from 
the  clergy  of  the  city  commenced  in  the  different  churches  and  monthly 
meetings  held  with  large  attendance. 
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Brooklyn,  N.  Y. — Although  there  has  been  much  correspondence 
with  this  Association,  little  or  no  information  has  been  obtained  con¬ 
cerning  its  condition  or  progress.  It  is  understood  that  its  monthly 
meetings  are  regularly  and  fully  attended  and  that  much  interest  exists 
in  the  cause  throughout  the  community.  The  subject  of  Mission  Sab¬ 
bath-Schools  has  engaged,  to  a  considerable  extent,  the  attention  of  this 
Society.  It  was  incorporated  October  11th,  1853. 

Providence,  It.  I. — This  Society  was  in  process  of  organization  for 
several  months  and  it  is  thought  the  result  has  shown  the  wisdom  of 
the  course  pursued.  The  design  was  all  the  while  under  careful  and 
prayerful  consideration ;  with  greatest  diligence  the  men  were  sought  in 
every  church  who  would  bring  to  each  office  and  post  not  only  the  proper 
abilities  and  opportunities,  but  the  necessary  zeal.  When  they  were 
found — all  found,  and  not  till  then — the  Society  was  organized ;  and  in 
the  government  of  this  body,  consequently,  there  are  no  nominally  active 
members — no  drones  in  the  busy  hive.  God  grant  that  each  one  may 
still  and  ever  feel  that  he  is  “  doing  a  great  work,  so  that  he  may  not 
come  down.” 

This  body  has  adopted  as  its  corner-stone  the  doctrine  of  u  regener¬ 
ation  of  the  heart  by  the  Divine  Spirit,  through  faith  in  the  atoning 
blood  of  Christ.” 

On  the  30th  of  January  last,  “  one  of  the  most  enthusiastic  gatherings 
of  young  men  that  had  been  witnessed  for  several  years  ”  assembled  on 
the  occasion  of  the  dedication  of  their  new  rooms,  when  they  were  ad- , 
dressed  by  many  of  the  prominent  divines  of  the  city. 

St.  Louis,  Mo. — It  is  believed  that  the  great  needs  of  so  important 
a  field  as  is  presented  in  this  western  metropolis  are  earnestly  and 
efficiently  met  by  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association.  Their  brief 
history  is  full  of  instruction  and  encouragement,  and  the  report  offered 
in  January  last  shows  the  whole-souled  manner  in  which  the  work  has 
been  begun. 

No  library  seems  to  have  been  collected  as  yet,  but  a  good  list  of 
periodicals  is  provided  in  attractive  rooms.  The  income  of  three  months 
was  $1,114;  of  which  less  than  $1,000  had  been  expended.  Two 
courses  of  lectures,  one  by  Kev.  N.  L.  Bice,  D.D.,  on  the  “  Comparative 
effects  of  Bomanism  and  Protestantism,”  and  the  other,  by  the  Bev.  T. 
M.  Post,  on  the  u  Eclipse  of  Faith  in  Modem  History,”  were  provided 
to  audiences  varying  from  1,000  to  1,200.  A  third  course  was  to  have 
been  delivered  by  the  late  lamented  Bev.  S.  G.  Gassaway,  one  of  the 
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earliest,  warmest  and  most  active  friends  of  the  Association,  who  was 
killed  in  the  explosion  of  the  steamer  u  Kate  Kearney/’  in  which  he 
had  embarked  on  his  way  to  deliver  a  lecture  before  the  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Association  of  Springfield,  Illinois. 

A  Committee  on  Statistics,  connected  with  this  Society,  has  done  good 
service  in  this  field  of  research;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  results 
of  their  labors  will  ere  long  be  given  to  the  Christian  public. 

Portland,  Me. — Much  interest  has  been  aroused  by  the  corre¬ 
spondence  with  this  body  and  conversation  with  one  of  its  members 
lately  in  Washington.  Two  commodious  rooms  have  been  fitted  up  at 
an  expense  of  $800  and  an  annual  rent  of  $835,  and  were  appropriately 
dedicated  on  the  9th  of  March.  A  course  of  fortnightly  lectures  and 
regular  prayer-meetings  have  been  established. 

Lexington,  Ky. — This  young  but  flourishing  Association  has  lately 
opened  a  fine  room,  80  by  40  feet,  and  supplied  with  43  periodicals. 
The  first  of  a  course  of  lectures  was  delivered  by  Dr.  Robert  Peter,  on 
the  subject  of  Education.  The  Societies  of  New  York  and  Washington 
have  the  gratification  of  having  given  rise  to  this  organization. 

Quincy,  III. — “  The  Young  Men’s  Moral  and  Christian  Association” 
of  this  city  stands  theoretically  on  the  outmost  limits  of  the  institution 
under  review.  “  Any  moral  young  man”  may  hold  any  control  over 
its  organization ;  the  presidency,  even,  requires  not  membership  with 
any  church.  But  in  practice  it  seems  to  be  more  nearly  allied  to  sister 
Associations.  It  is  in  the  hands  of  the  evangelical  denominations  only, 
and  the  religious  apparently  predominate  over  the  merely  moral  features 
of  its  working.  A  course  of  lectures  was  to  be  begun  in  March. 

Charleston,  S.  C. — This  society  has  not  as  yet  obtained  a  suitable 
site  for  its  rooms.  The  organization  was  the  result  of  a  prolonged  dis¬ 
cussion  of  the  subject  in  the  religious  journals  of  the  city  and  has  the 
hearty  co-operation  of  all  the  evangelical  denominations. 

Rochester,  N.  Y. — From  a  knowledge  of  the  hands  in  which  the 
destinies  of  this  Association  have  been  placed,  its  success  and  great  use¬ 
fulness  are  with  confidence  predicted.  The  doctrine  of  justification  by 
faith  in  Christ  alone  has  been  made  the  basis  of  eligibility  to  active 
membership. 


Pittsburg,  Pa. — This  Society,  with  the  elements  of  which  there 
has  been  for  some  time  correspondence,  is  now  in  full  operation.  It 
had  origin  in  the  Western  Theological  Seminary  of  Alleghany  City,  and 
its  members  are  chiefly  from  the  various  branches  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  though  a  warm  co-operation  is  given  by  all  the  evangelical 
denominations. 

Cleveland,  0. — This  Association  had  been  organized  on  the  14th 
of  March  last,  dating,  probably,  from  the  middle  or  last  of  February. 

Manchester,  N.  H  — The  same  may  be  said  of  the  Society  in  thi3 
city  on  the  15th  of  April. 

Natchez,  Miss. — A  letter  from  the  St.  Louis  Corresponding  Secre¬ 
tary,  under  date  of  March  8th,  brought  the  intelligence  that  a  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Association  was  then  in  process  of  organization  in 
this  place. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio. — The  u  Society  of  Religious  Inquiry  and  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Union”  has  been  left  to  the  last,  because  it  was  im¬ 
possible  to  decide  where  to  class  it.  It  was  originally  organized  about 
the  20th  of  October,  1848,  but,  if  the  Corresponding  Secretary  has 
been  correctly  informed,  only  under  the  first  part  of  its  present  name 
and  with  purposes  corresponding  therewith ;  the  latter  part  and  the 
features  constituting  it  a  Young  Men’s  Christian  Union,  having  been 
adopted  since  the  rise  of  the  institution  in  this  country.  Associate 
membership  has  not  yet  been  recognized  by  the  constitution,  but  is  be¬ 
ginning  to  be  talked  of.  This  Society  has  established  and  maintained 
six  Mission  Sunday-Schools  and  publishes  annually  a  sheet  of  Cincin¬ 
nati  Sunday-School  statistics.  During  the  last,  there  has  been  a  greater 
increase  in  the  number  of  members  than  in  any  former  year.  It  is  not 
known  that  any  library  or  reading-room  is  maintained  by  this  body. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  has  also  been  in  correspondence  with 
individuals  moving  in  a  similar  direction,  in  Rome,  New  York;  Newark, 
N.  J. ;  Chambersburg  and  Paxinas,  Pa.;  and  Richmond  and  Fredericks¬ 
burg,  Virginia.  A  letter  has  also  been  lately  received  from  one  of  the 
original  founders  of  this  Society  and  a  delegate  on  the  first.  Standing 
Committee,  asking  advice  concerning  the  organization  of  a  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Association  in  Sacramento  City,  California. 
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Thus  it  is  seen  that  the  institution  in  the  United  States  comprises  at 
this  time  32  Societies,  with  an  average  (estimating  the  memberships  not 
known  by  those  which  are,  and  adding  to  memberships  of  dates  some 
time  past  at  ratios  in  a  reasonable  proportion  with  former  rates  of  in¬ 
crease)  of  312.5  members.  This  estimate  has  been  very  carefully 
made  with  regard  to  modifying  circumstances,  and  it  is  believed  it 
may  be  relied  on  as  coming  very  near  the  truth.  Of  these  10,000 
young  men,  it  is  not  far  from  correct  to  set  down  8,000  as  professing 
Christians,  and  very  nearly  that  number  as  Evangelical  Christians.  The 
power  of  association  rests  not  only  in  uniting  individual  influences  and 
co-operating  efforts,  but  also  in  its  placing  the  influence  of  those  who 
do  not  use  it  in  the  hands  of  those  who  do.  This  influence,  this  power, 
then,  has  been  committed  to  the  charge  of  the  officers  of  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Associations  in  this  country;  it  is  difficult  to  place  limits  to 
what  it  is  capable  of  accomplishing,  and  to  the  Great  Judge  must  they 
account  if  they  neglect  the  sacred  trust. 

Entire  sympathy  between  these  various  bodies,  and  as  great  a  unity  of 
organization  as  possible,  is  most  important ;  for  which  reason,  chiefly,  it 
is  to  be  regretted  that  radical  differences  of  opinion  have  existed  between 
different  Associations  as  to  the  denominational  line  which  marks  the 
limit  of  active  and  governmental  membership.  There  is  no  disposition 
to  discuss  here  the  theological  question  involved  in  this  difference ;  it 
has  already  been  too  much  and  too  unkindly  discussed.  But  this  is 
not  the  only  question  that  appears.  The  institution  has  not  arisen  to 
assume  any  polemical  position,  nor  as  the  exponent  simply  of  any 
principle  of  faith,  but  for  a  'practically  religious  purpose.  Whatsoever 
hampers  its  efforts,  whatsoever  diminishes  these  practical  results,  should 
be  avoided.  No  discordant  elements,  from  what  cause  soever  that  dis' 
cordance  springs,  should  be  commingled.  Many  there  are  who  deplore 
this  want  of  co-operation  among  disciples  of  the  same  Saviour ;  but  the 
enlightened  and  generous  Christian,  of  whatever  sect,  would  deprecate  a 
union  fraught  with  injury  to  the  cause  in  view.  And  yet  it  is  learned  with 
wonder  and  with  grief,  that  in  some  localities  the  hand  of  a  Christian 
denomination,  where  it  was  strong,  has  been  raised  against  this  institu¬ 
tion  for  acting  upon  these  views,  and  the  charge  of  “  illiberality  ”  and 
“want  of  charity”  hurled,  in  one  instance  with  crushing  effect,  upon 
the  honest  and  earnest  servants  of  their  common  God.  Is  it  Christian- 
like  to  forbid  that  good  shall  be  done  without  their  participation,  hov  - 
ever  mistaken  they  m.ay  regard  the  views  which  prompt  the  course 
adopted?  Yet,  even*  in  the  communities  to  which  reference  is  made, 
the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Associations  are  growing  strong  and  doiug 


51 


good,  and  are  capable  of  doing  much  more  when  those  who  now  oppose 
its  progress  shall  be  u liberal  ”  enough  to  rejoice  when  good  is  done, 
even  though  it  be  not  in  the  manner  which  they  would  most  approve; 
and  “  charitable”  enough  to  think  the  best  of  other’s  motives  and  bid 
God-speed  to  the  end  in  view. 

That  this  want  of  homogeneity  does  exist,  if  no  other  evidence 
appears,  the  very  existence  of  the  views  which  in  24  Associations 
prompted  the  vote  establishing  an  exclusively  evangelical  basis,  were 
proof  sufficient ;  and  it  is  a  fact  worthy  of  notice,  perhaps,  that,  while 
these  bodies  are  all  one  in  their  views  and  in  the  theory  of  their  con¬ 
stitution,  no  two  of  the  five  which  have  assumed  broader  ground  have 
agreed  in  the  extent  to  which  that  liberality  should  go. 

The  mutual  relations  of  the  different  Societies  of  the  United  States 
have  been  dwelt  upon  already  and  reference  made  to  the  manner  in 
which  such  relations  have  been  developed  in  other  lands.  If  the 
branches  of  the  institution  in  this  country  were  united  in  an  alliance 
of  so  many  independent  but  co-operating  Associations,  meeting  every 
year  or  two  by  delegates,  for  consultation,  not  for  legislation,  with  its 
organ,  or  some  individual  acting  as  such,  collecting  the  proofs  of  God’s 
blessing  to  encourage  the  faint-hearted,  all  information  and  the  teachings 
of  all  experiences,  and  spreading  these  again,  not  only  over  this  land 
but  also  to  foreign  centres,  to  be  by  each  communicated  to  those  around 
and  for  which  in  return  should  be  rendered  the  fruits  of  a  similar 
harvest — if  this  were,  the  institution  would  move  on  in  one  solid 
phalanx  to  the  work  which,  it  is  verily  believed,  God  has  placed  in  its 
hands. 

A  Convention  of  American  Associations  looking  towards  such  a 
result  and  such  an  organ-journal,  both  of  which  were  first  proposed  by 
this  body  and  to  carry  out  which  the  Corresponding  Secretary  has  re¬ 
ceived  authority,  is  now  under  discussion  in  a  few  of  the  prominent 
Societies,  and  the  conclusions  reached  will  probably  be  very  soon  an¬ 
nounced.  There'  is  every  reason  to  believe  the  general  feeling  will  be 
favorable.* 


*  On  the  28th  of  February,  1854,  the  proposition  was  formally  laid  before 
sister  Societies  by  the  Corresponding  Secretaries  of  the  Boston,  Buffalo,  and 
Washington  Associations,  and  their  views  requested,  not  only  on  the  general 
subject,  but  also  with  regard  to  place,  time,  &c.  The  results  of  this  step  were 
announced  in  a  circular  of  April  12th ;  up  to  which  time  sixteen  Societies  had 
voted  for,  and  four  against  the  Convention.  Since  this  date  the  favorable  votes 
of  five  and  the  negative  votes  of  two  have  been  received. .  Of  the  six  voting 
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The  great  length  to  which  this  report  has  already  extended  forbids 
the  Corresponding  Secretary  from  advancing  into  that  careful  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  theories  of  various  organizations  in  connection  with  their 
practical  working,  which  was  intended,  and  to  some  considerations  con¬ 
nected  with  which,  he  may  at  a  future  time  ask  the  attention  of  the 
Association.  Facts,  however,  have  been  presented,  and  it  is  believed 
that  an  investigation  of  their  mutual  relations  may  not  be  without 
great  value  to  him  who  earnestly  desires  to  see  the  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Associations  of  this  country,  institutions  blessed  of  God  to 
the  preservation  of  many  a  youth  of  promise  to  his  noblest  service. 

It  may  be  remarked,  however,  that  Active  Membership  is  a  very 
different  thing  in  American  societies  from  what  it  is  in  European  organi¬ 
zations,  numerically — but  is  it  believed  that  American  young  men  to 
such  an  extent  surpass  in  zeal  for  God  their  brethren  of  the  Old  W orld  ? 
Truth  spoken,  it  is  far  otherwise — and  spiritually.  There  is  not,  so  far 
as  there  is  ground  forjudging,  the  Christian  earnestness  in  the  congre¬ 
gated  hundreds  which  compose  any  American  society,  which  charac¬ 
terizes  that  little  band  of  fifty  at  Geneva.  Or  where  in  this  land  have 
five,  nay  fifty,  having  begun  a  work  which  increases  thirty  fold  in  twelve 
months,  made  1,500  or  more  visits  to  238  families,  and  distributing 
the  Sacred  Word,  laid  the  soothing  hand  upon  the  sick,  and  poured 
the  oil  of  comfort  upon  the  wouuded  heart? 

/iere,  Active  Membership  depends  upon  a  fact  exterior  to  the  Asso¬ 
ciation;  there  he  only  is  such  who  comes  in  God’s  name  to  put  his  hand 
to  the  plough.  May  not  these  facts  have,  is  it  not  probable,  nay  almost 
certain,  that  they  have  direct  relation  to  each  other  ?  It  is  impossible 
to  compare  the  spirituality  and  devotedness  of  the  organizations  in  the 
United  States  with  those  of  any  other  country,  without  recognizing  the 
radical  constitutional  error  which  has  here  been  made.  This  is  a  point 
of  great  importance;  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  be  examined  with  care. 


negatively,  there  is  reason  to  think  that  three  will  unite  with  the  majority  in 
giving  strength  to  the  movement ;  three  have  felt  obliged  to  decline  being  repre¬ 
sented.  Five  have  even  yet — May  8th — given  no  reply. 

It  has  been  decided  that  the  Convention  should  assemble  at  Buffalo,  on  Wed¬ 
nesday  morning,  June  7th,  and  there  is  reason  to  hope  that  not  far  from  a 
hundred  delegates  will  be  present.  It  is  gratifying  to  learn  that  a  brother  of  the 
Society  in  San  Francisco  will  attend  in  that  capacity. 

The  following  compose  the  delegation  elect  from  the  Washington  Association : 
Rev.  Byron  Sunderland,  Z.  Richards,  Dr.  James  S.  MacKie,  Wm.  Chauncy 
Langdon,  and  Wm.  J.  Rhees. 


58 


In  laying  this  Report  before  the  Association  and  the  community,  it  is 
trusted  that  all  consideration  and  charity  will  he  extended  towards  its 
many  defects;  that  it  may  be  of  some  little  service  to  those  who  are 
laboring  in  this  cause  is  the  prayer  of  one  to  whom  the  Institution  is 
very  dear.  May  He  who  chooses  small  things  to  accomplish  great  re¬ 
sults,  and  who,  knowing  no  distinction  of  people  or  tongue,  recognizes 
His  work  in  every  heart,  bless  these  efforts  for  the  greater  union  of  his 
servants  and  the  wider  extension  of  Christian  sympathy  and  love 
wherever  a  young  man  has  lifted  up  his  heart  to  that  Saviour  who  bade 
his  disciples  “love  one  another  ” 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WM.  CHAUNCY  LANGDON, 

Corresponding  Secretary. 


# 
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TABLE  OP  AMERICAN  YOUNG 


Locality. 


Portland . Me. 

Concord . N.  H. 

Portsmouth....  “ 
Manchester  ....  “ 

Boston . Mass. 

Charlestown....  “ 

Worcester .  “ 

Springfield .  “ 

Providence...  R.  I. 
New  London. .Conn 
New  York....N.  Y. 
Brooklyn .  “ 

Rochester .  “ 

Buffalo .  “ 

Pittsburg . Pa. 

Baltimore . Md. 

Washington. .D.  C. 
Alexandria  ....Ya. 
Charleston. ..S.  C. 

Natchez . Miss. 

New  Orleans. ..La. 


Louisville  .. 

....Ky. 

Lexington  .. 

ii 

Cincinnati. . 

Cleveland... 

<C 

Detroit . 

Chicago . 

. Ill. 

Springfield  . 

Quincy . 

ll 

Peoria . 

ti 

St.  Louis... 

....Mo. 

San  Francisco. Cal. 

Montreal.... 

,.C.  E. 

Quebec . 

..C.  E. 

Toronto . 

..C.  W. 

Halifax ..... 

..N.  S. 

President. 


Wm.  W.  Woodbury.. 
Geo.  B.  Chandler.... 

William  W.  Dow . 

Wm.  G.  Means . 

Chas.  Theo.  Russell. 

Thomas  Doane . 

Philip  L.  Moen . 

P.  B.  Strong . 

Amos  C.  Barstow.... 

Hiram  Willey . 

Howard  Crosby . 

Andrew  A.  Smith.... 


Rev.  A.  B.  Atkins _ 

N.  A.  Halbert . 

S.  S.  Bryan . 

M.  M.  Yeakle . 

Zalmon  Richards . 

Lawrence  P.  Bayne. 
Thos.  Y.  Simons,  jr  . 


George  W.  Helme. 
James  H.  Huber... 

B.  F.  Bassett . 

S.  I.  Broadwell. ... 


E.  C.  Walker . 

Samuel  D.  Ward _ 

S.  F.  Paden . 

Cyrus  0.  Godfrey. 


George  Porter.... 
E.  W.  Blatchford. 


William  K.  Osborn. 


George  Childs. 


John  Holland. 


Corresponding  Secretary. 


Dr.  Israel  T.  Dana . . 

Isaac  N.  Elwell . 

Horace  Webster... . 

Rev.  J.  M.  Coburn...... 

Chas.  W.  Jenks... . 

Dr.  I.  J.  Wetherbee ... 
Geo.  H.  Estabrook...... 

Henry  A.  Chapin . 

Henry  N.  Clemons . 

Isaac  C.  Tate . 

Chas.  A.  Davison. . 

Benj.  Y.  Abbott . 


Rev.  Yates  Hickey . 

Oscar  Cobb . . . 

Wm.  E.  Hunt . . . 

Rev.  Franklin  Wilson... 
Wm.  Chauncy  Langdon 

G.  K.  Witmer . . 

Rev.  U.  Sinclair  Bird... 


James  H.  Low . 

H.  G.  S.  Whipple.... 

J.  W.  Hamilton . . 

R.  Carmichael..... . 

Lorin  Prentiss . 

Rev.  R.  R.  Kellogg. 
Joseph  P.  Clarkson. 
Wm.  J.  Conkling.... 
James  M.  Brawner.... 


Dr.  M.  S.  Carr... 
Henry  Hitchcock. 


Josiah  Bacon. 


Francis  E.  Grafton. 


Chas.  R.  Brooke. 


First  prelimi¬ 
nary  meeting. 


Oct. 

Oct. 

May 


26,  1853 
25,  1852 
10,  1852 


Dec. 

Mar. 

Feb. 

Mar. 


15,  1851 
26,  1853 
20,  1852 
29  1852 


June 

May 


15,  1852 
28,  1852 


Feb.  27,  1854 


Mar.  16,  1854 
Nov.  18,  1852 
June  9,  1852 


Feb.  13,  1854 


Nov.  7,  1853 
Oct.  8,  1848 
Feb.  8,  1854 


June  15,  1853 
Dec.  10,  1853 

Jan.  4,  1853 
Oct.  12,  1853 


Nov.  19,  1851 
Dec. ’13’ 1853 


0 
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MEN’S  CHRISTIAN  ASSOCIATIONS. 


Date 

organized. 


Annual  meeting. 


Rooms. 


No. 


No. 


Nov.  2,  1853  First  Wed.  in  Oct.. 
Nov.  8,  1852  Wed.  after  3d  Mon. inOct 
May  24,  1852  Quarterly . 


Cor.  Exch.  and  Middle  sts. 
Exchange  Bld’g,  Main  st... 
Washington  Hall . | 


Dec.  29, 
June  7, 
Mar.  9, 
Apl.  13, 
Sep. 

July  13, 
June  30, 
Sep. 

Mar.  17, 
May 
Mar.  27, 
Jan.  13, 
June  29, 
Jan. 

Feb.  20, 


1851  Last  Wed.  but  1  in  May 

1853  First  week  in  June . 

1852  Last  Tues.  in  Sep . 

1852  Last  Tuesday  in  April 

1853  Second  Mon.  in  May... 

1852  Last  Tues.  in  May . 

1852  Third  Mon.  in  May... 

1853  Third  Tues.  in  Oct . 


1854  Second  Mon.  in  March 

1852  Last  Tues.  in  March... 
1854  Fourth  Mon.  in  Jan... 

1853  Second  Thurs.  in  Jan 

1852iTkird  Mon.  in  Jan . 

1853  Second  Tues.  in  Dec... 

1854  Second  Mon.  in  Feb... 


Tremont  Temple . 

Main  st.,  bey’d  Winthrop  st. 
W orcester  B’k  Bl’k, Foster  st 
Blake’s  Bld’g,  opp.  Court  sq. 
Duncan’s  Block,  56  Broad  st 


Nov.  23,  1852  Second  Tues.  in  Dec... 

July  13,  1853  Third  Mon.  in  Nov . 

Nov.  21,  1853  First  Mon.  in  Dec . 

Oct.  20,  1848  October . 


Sep.  27,  1852  Third  Mon.  in  May... 
Feb.  1853  Third  Tues.  in  May... 
June  23,  1853  Second  Tues.  in  Oct... 
Dec.  29,  1853  First  Thurs.  in  Jan. 

and  July . 

May  3,  1853  . 

Oct.  19,  1853  Third  Mon.  in  Jan . 


July  1853  First  Mon.  in  Aug. 


Dec.  9,  1851  April. 

•  ••••••..  .  ..«••••• 

Dec.  20,  1853  . 


Stuyvesant  Inst.659  B’dway 
Wash’n  Building,  cor.  Court 
and  Joralemon  sts. 

Corinthian  Hall . 

Cor.  Main  &  Mohawk  sts... 
Cor.  Third  &  Market  sts... 

Bible  &  Tract  Ho.  Fa  vette  st 

%/ 

Washington  Place,  7th  st. 
Cor.  King  &  Columbus  sts.. 


138  Carondelet  st . . . 

Cor.  Walnut  &  Fourth  sts. 
Cor.  Main  &  Upper  sts.... 
No.  28  Fourth  st. 


Phoenix  Block,  Jefferson  av. 
48  Clark  st. 


Mercantile  Library  Bld’g, 

Locust  st . 

California Exch.,  over  P.  0. 


22  Great  St.  James’  st. 


mem’rs. 

VOlSi 

200 

90 

28 

75 

400 

2,000 

96 

100 

1,600 

170 

1,604 

1,725 

195 

636 

100 

504 

600 

v  250 

550 

65 

300 

1,200 

140 

200 

200 

150 

70 

50 

50 

350 


120 

112 


200 
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Addresses  of  some  of  the  principal  Foreign  Associations . 
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' GREAT  BRITAIN — W.  Edwjn  Shipton,  Corr.  Sec.  Y.  M.  Clir.  Assoc., 


7  Gresham  street,  City,  London. 

GERMANY...... ......Pastor  Diir.se] en,  Pres’t  Cent.  Com.,  Rh.  Westpli.  Jiing- 

lings-bund,  Ronsdorf  bei  Elberfeld. 

HOLLAND . . W.  Vanvesterwijn  Bruijn,  Pres’t  Y.  M.  Association  for 

-j  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel,  Amsterdam. 

FRANCE . . ......Mr.  John  P.  Cook,  Pres’t  de  1’TJnion  Chretienne  de 

Jeunes  Gens,  14  Rue  de  l’Ancienne  Com6die,  Paris. 
SWITZERLAND... ..Mons.  Ilenri  Dunant,  Secretaire  de  l’Union  Chretienne 
-  de  Jeunes  Gens,  Rue  de  Chanoines,  Geneva. 
SARDINIA . Mons.  G.  Concourde,  Secretaire,  &c.,  Turin. 


Adelaide . S.  Australia  ..Messrs.  C.  H.  Goode  and  Jas.  Benny,  Sec’s  Y.  M. 

Christian  Association. 

Belfast . Ireland . Mr.  Chas.  Morgan,  Sec’y,  &c.,  Castle  Chambers. 

Birmingham  ....England . Mr.  George  In  gall,  Sec’y,  &c.,  Ill  New  street. 

Bonn* . Prov.  Lower  Rhine,  Prussia,  H.  Lambert,  1075  Wenzel-gasse. 

Brandenburg  ..Prussia . Pfarrer  Griefemann. 

Bremen . do . Ober-aintmann  Striicker. 

Bristol . England . Mr.  Webley,  Secretary,  &c.,  4  St.  James’  Square. 

Cambridge . do . ,...Mr.  John  Cook,  Jr.,  Secretary  Y.  M.  Chr.  Assoc. 

Coblentz . Prov.  Lower  Rhine,  Prussia,  Lehrer  Fries  an  der  hohern  Toch- 

terschule. 

Cologne . do . Lebrer  Schergens. 

Cork . .Ireland . Mr.  W.  K.  Wood,  Secretary,  &c.,  College  Buildings, 

Warren  street. 

Derby . England . Mr.  Lott,  Secretary,  &c.,  Irongate. 

Dublin . Ireland . Mr.  Stokes,  Secretary,  &c.,  83  Middle  Abbey  street. 

Dusseldorf . Prov.  Westph.,  Prussia,  Pastor  Kraft. 

Elberfeld . do . A.  Haasen,  Kaufmann. 

Frankfort-on-the-Main,  Germany,  F.  A.  Mahling,  14  Dominikaner-gasse. 

Glasgow . Scotland . Mr.  Stark,  Secretary,  &c.,  33  Glassford  street. 

Hamburg . Dr.  Jacobi. 

Hanover . Candida!  Hapke. 

Ipswich . England . Mr.  R.  C.  J.  Rees,  Sec’y,  &c.,  Woodbridge  Road. 

Lausanne . Switzerland  ..Mons.  Morel,  Secretaire  de  l’Un.  Chr.  de  J.  G., 

Etudiant  a  Champ-Fleuri  sous  Lausanne. 

Limerick . Ireland . Mr.  J.  C.  Palmer,  Sec.,  &c.,  Lower  Glentworth  st. 

Manchester  ....England . Mr.  S.  Wainwright,  Sec.,  &c.,  6  John  Dalton  street. 

Melbourne . S.  Australia.. Mr.  John  Small,  Secretary  Y.  M.  Chr.  Assoc. 

Montauban . France . Mons.  A.  Gout,  Sec.  de  1’Un.  Chr.  de  Jeunes  Gens. 

Newcastle . England . Mr.  J.  B.  Falconar,  Sec’y,  &c.,  38  Clayton  street. 

Nismes . .France . Mons.  Francois  Saltet,  Sec.  de  l’IJn.  Chr.  de  J.  G. , 

9  Rue  Antonin. 

Potsdam . Prussia . Pastor  Hofmeyer. 

Sligo . Ireland . Rev.  George  Vance,  Sec’y  Y.  M.  Chr.  Assoc. 

Southampton. ..England . Mr.  Gollop,  Sec’y  Y.  M.  Chr.  Assoc. 

Strasburg . France . ....Typograph  Ludwig  Jacob,  Sec.,  &c.,  Mittwe  Ber- 

ger-Levrault,  33  Juden-gasse. 

Worcester . .England . Mr.  William  Bennett,  Sec’y,  &c.,  33  High  street. 


REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER. 


The  Treasurer  of  the  Washington  City  Young  Men's  Christian  As¬ 
sociation,  in  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  constitution,  pre¬ 
sents  his  Report  of  the  pecuniary  operations  of  the  Association,  from 
the  date  of  its  organization  to  the  present  time,  comprised  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  papers  : 

First.  An  account  current,  accompanied  by  the  following  abstracts, 
viz : 

A — containing  the  names  of  all  gentlemen,  who,  as  original  con¬ 
stituent  elements,  or  as  formally  admitted  to  the  privileges  of  the  As¬ 
sociation,  since  its  organization,  have  paid  their  annual  dues — amount 

$517. 

B — containing  the  names  and  amounts  of  all  additional  contribu¬ 
tions  to  the  funds  of  the  Association,  made  by  the  members  as  such — 
amount  $428  50. 

C — containing  the  names  and  amounts  of  all  contributions  from  citi¬ 
zens  who  are  not  members — amount  $236  25. 

D — containing  the  names  of  the  Churches  in  which  collections  have 
been  taken  up  or  contributions  made,  as  such,  with  the  amount  from 
each — total  $226  17. 

No.  1.  An  abstract,  with  vouchers,  for  all  payments  made  in  behalf 
of  the  Association — amount  $1,354  93. 

No.  2.  The  certificate  of  Messrs.  Corcoran  &  Riggs,  that  the  bal¬ 
ance,  appearing  by  the  account  current,  is  on  deposite  with  them — - 
amount  $52  99. 

Second.  A  statement  exhibiting  the  amount  of  all  receipts  from  each 
Church  represented  in  the  Association,  prepared  in  compliance  with  a 
resolution  adopted  by  the  Association. 

Third.  A  list  of  the  names'of  those  who  were  enrolled  as  participants 
in  the  organization  of  the  Association,  and  also  of  those  since  admitted 
to  membership,  who  have  not  yet  paid  their  annual  dues.  The  precise 
residence  of  most  of  whom  is  unknown  to  the  Treasurer  and  to  all  of 
whom  he  has  made  inquiry. 
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The  number  who  have  complied  with  the  terms  of  the  constitution, 
and  are  properly  recognized  as  members,  is  486. 

The  following  gentlemen  have  been  constituted,  through  the  payment 
of  $20  by  themselves  or  their  friends,  Life  Members  of  the  Association ; 
and  their  names  are  here  inserted  as  proper  for  permanent  record,  viz  s 


JOHN  T.  COCHRANE, 
GEORGE  S.  GIDEON, 

Rev.  C.  M.  BUTLER,  D.  D. 
WM.  H.  PHILIP, 

Rev.  J.  R.  ECKARD, 
ALEX.  H.  LAWRENCE, 
Rev.  J.  C.  SMITH,  D.  D. 

W.  W.  CORCORAN, 

Rev.  GEO.  W.  SAMSON, 
Hon.  JOHN  W.  MAURY, 
President  PIERCE, 

Prof.  A.  D.  BACHE, 

Prof.  J.  H.  C.  COFFIN, 
CHARLES  DUMMER, 

Rev.  STEPHEN  P.  HILL, 


Rev.  JESSE  T.  PECK,  D.  D. 
THOMAS  J.  JOHNSTON* 
MOSES  KELLY, 

J.  H.  LANE, 

WM.  C.  LANGDON, 

Rev.  J.  G.  BUTLER, 
MITCHEL  H.  MILLER, 

Rev.  B.  SUNDERLAND, 

Z.  RICHARDS, 

Rev.  A.  G.  CAROTHERS, 
Rev.  P.  D.  GURLEY,  D.  D. 
Rev.  L.  J.  GILLISS, 
WILLIAM  J.  RHEES, 
THOMAS  DUNCAN. 


The  Treasurer  would  only  add,  that  he  specially  requested  the  chair¬ 
man  of  each  of  the  permanent  committees,  as  well  as  the  Correspond¬ 
ing  and  Recording  Secretaries,  to  have  every  bill  or  evidence  of  indebt¬ 
edness  against  the  Association  presented  to  the  Committee  on  Finance 
for  approval  and  payment.  He  believes  that  this  has  been  done  ;  and 
that  there  does  not  now  exist  a  dollar  of  indebtedness.  The  Association 
has  thus  been  enabled  to  illustrate  one  of  the  cardinal  principles  on 
which  it  rests — it  owes  no  man  anything. 

The  Treasurer,  lastly,  presents  the  certificate  of  all  the  members  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  except  himself,  that  they  have  examined 
his  accounts  with  care,  and  find  them  in  all  respects  correct  and  satis¬ 
factory.  * 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

M.  H.  MILLER, 

Treasurer . 

Washington,  January  1 6*A,  1854. 


Mitchel  H.  Miller,  Treasurer ,  in  account  with  the  Washington  City  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association, 

commencing  with  the  organization  of  the  Association  and  ending  January  16^,  1854. 
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Washington  City,  January  16th,  1854,  M,  H,  MILLER,  Treasurer. 
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Washington  City,  January  1 6th,  1854. 

The  undersigned,  members  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  of  the 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Association,  and  all  the  members  of  that  Com¬ 
mittee,  except  the  Treasurer,  have  examined,  with  care,  the  accounts 
from  the  organization  of  the  Association  to  the  present  date,  of  Mitchel 
H.  Miller,  the  Treasurer,  and  find  that  the  amount  of  his  receipts 
during  said  period  has  been  $1,407  92;  and  that  his  disbursements 
during  the  same  period^  all  supported  by  proper  vouchers,  amount  to 
$1,854  93 ;  leaving  in  the  Treasury  a  balance  of  $52  99,  for  which 
they  find  a  certificate  of  Messrs.  Corcoran  &  Higgs,  that  the  same  is  on 
deposite  with  them. 

They  have  likewise,  at  the  Treasurer’s  request,  examined  the  Records 
kept  by  him,  and  find  that  they  exhibit  every  item  of  receipt,  distin¬ 
guishing  the  portion  from  members  as  annual  dues,  and  as  additional 
contributions;  also  donations  from  citizens  and  others  not  members; 
and  the  collections  and  contributions  in  Churches,  as  such. 

They  also  find  that  the  permanent  Records  are  so  kept  as  to  exhibit 
every  item  of  disbursement ;  and  are  in  all  respects  most  satisfactory. 

WM.  B.  WAUGH, 

SAMUEL  E.  COUES, 

R.  L.  SMALLWOOD, 
HORATIO  N.  EASBY, 

Committee  on  Finance. 


A. 

[For  Names  of  Members,  see  General  List  at  close  of  Report.} 
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B. 

Containing  the  amounts  of  all  additional  contributions  to  the  funds  oj 
the  Association }  made  by  the  members  as  such. 


Rev.  C.  M.  Butler,  D.  D . 

.  $5 

00 

J.  F.  Lewis. . . . 

....  $7 

00 

Joseph  S.  Boss . 

3 

00 

Wm.  C.  Langdon . 

....  22 

00 

Rev.  J.  G.  Butler . 

60 

Mitch  el  H.  Miller . 

....  26 

00 

Wm.  Ballantyne . 

1 

00 

David  W.  Mahon . 

5 

00 

Wm.  G.  Brock . 

2 

00 

Jos.  H.  Nourse . 

4 

00 

Prof.  J.  H.  C.  Coffin . 

00 

Rev.  Mason  Noble . 

1 

00 

Dr.  Rich’d  H.  Coolidge . 

1 

50 

Charles  F.  Perrie . 

4 

00 

L.  C.  Campbell . . 

2 

00 

Wm.  H.  Philip . 

....  20 

00 

John  T.  Cochrane . 

.  26 

00 

Charles  Pascoe . 

1 

00 

Wm.  H.  Campbell . . . 

5 

00 

Zalmon  Richards . 

....  21 

00 

Leonidas  Doyle  . 

5 

00 

Wm.  J.  Rhees.... . 

5 

00 

Thomas  Duncan . 

5 

00 

Jno.  M.  Roberts . 

1 

00 

J.  N.  Davis . 

5 

00 

R.  L.  Smallwood . 

2 

50 

Dudley  Digges . 

5 

00 

Charles  F.  Stansbury . 

5 

00 

Charles  Dummer . 

.  15 

00 

Dr.  Sam’l  C.  Smoot . 

7 

00 

Francis  Doyle . 

3 

00 

Chas.  W.  Schreiner . 

6 

00 

George  W.  Dutton. . 

1 

00 

Wm.  Sharpless . 

1 

00 

A.  L.  Edwards . 

5 

00 

G.  Rexford  Smith . 

1 

00 

Wm.  Q.  Force . 

3 

00 

Alex.  R.  Shepherd . 

1 

00 

J.  C.  Foster . . . 

00 

Rev.  Geo.  W.  Samson . 

1 

00 

Jos.  R.  Harrison . 

1 

00 

Jno.  C.  Whitwell . 

6 

00 

Joseph  Ingle . 

6 

00 

O.  C.  Wight . 

6 

00 

Thomas  J.  Johnston . 

..  20 

00 

Jos.  T.  Walker . 

...  10 

00 

Robert  L.  Jordan . 

10 

00 

Wm.  B.  Waugh . 

....  10 

00 

H.  I.  Kershaw . . 

5 

00 

David  Walker . 

5 

00 

Moses  Kelly . 

..  20 

00 

David  H.  Wood . 

....  11 

00 

B.  F.  Kendall . 

1 

50 

Samuel  W.  Young . 

2 

50 

Alex.  H.  Lawrence . 

..  20 

00 

A.  N.  Zevely . 

5 

00 

J.  H.  Lane . . . 

..  30 

00 

H.  F.  Zimmerman . . 

1 

00 

Sfl.m’l  TT  Tifltimpt*,  . . 

1 

00 

j 

$428  00 

C. 


Containing  the.  amounts  of  all  contributions  from  citizens  who  are  not 

members ,  with  the  names. 


Messrs.  Gideon  &  Co . 

Messrs.  Campbell  &  Coyle . 

J.  S.  Suit . 

Brook  Mead . 

D.  H.  Tebbs . 

R.  B.  Hall... . 

J.  M.  Lucas . . 

“A  Friend” — Cash  per  W.  C.  L 

Mrs.  Susan  Ireland . 

Rev.  E;  R.  Lippitt.. . . . 


$26  00 
10  00 
75 
50 
75 
75 
50 
5  00 
5  00 
5  00 
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Thomas  Wattson,  of  Philadelphia . 

W.  W.  Corcoran,  which  constitutes  himself  a  Life  Member . * 

Thomas  Blagden . 

John  W.  Maury,  which  constitutes  himself  a  Life  Member . . . 

“  A  Friend  ” — Cash  per  Wm.  B . 

B.  F.  Pleasants . 

Mrs.  R.  Winn,  which  constitutes  the  Rev.  A.  G.  Carothers  a  Life 

Member . 

Prof.  A.  D.  Bache,  which  constitutes  himself  a  Life  Member . 


$5  00 
100  00 
5  00 
20  00 
1  00 
1  00 

20  00 
30  00 


$236  26 


D. 

Containing  the  names  of  the  Churches  in  which  collections  have  been 
taken  ujp  or  contributions  made  as  such }  with  the  amount  of  the  same , 
viz : 

Collection  in  Trinity  Church,  including  $11  contributed  subsequently  by  in¬ 
dividual  members  of  said  Church — names  not  furnished — $20  of  which  con¬ 
stitutes  the  Rector,  the  Rev.  C.  M.  Butler,  D.  D.,  a  Life  Member  of  the  Asso¬ 
ciation  .  $67  21 

Collection  in  First  Baptist  Church .  5  55 

Collection  in  Second  Presbyterian  Church,  including  $6  subsequently 
added,  which  constitutes  the  Pastor,  the  Rev.  J.  R.  Eckard,  a  Life 

Member  of  the  Association .  20  08 

Young  Men,  members  of  the  Fourth  Presbyterian  Church,  which  con¬ 
stitutes  their  Pastor,  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Smith,  D.  D.,  a  Life  Member  of 

the  Association .  20  00 

Collection  in  the  E  Street  Baptist  Church — $20  of  which  constitutes 
the  Pastor,  the  Rev.  Geo.  W.  Samson,  a  Life  Member  of  the  Asso¬ 
ciation  .  46  75 

Collection  in  the  Foundry  Church .  $8  24 

Members  of  ditto,  in  part,  to  constitute  the  Rev.  Jesse  T. 

Peck,  D.  D.,  a  Life  Member  of  the  Association .  10  00 

-  18  24 

Collection  and  individual  contribution  in  the  Lutheran  Church .  10  00 

Collection  in  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  Ninth  street .  4  08 

Collection  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South .  3  17 

Collection  in  First  Presbyterian  Church .  $16  00 

Young  Men,  members  of  same,  towards  constituting  the  Rev. 

B.  Sunderland,  the  Pastor,  a  Life  Member  of  the  Associa¬ 
tion .  10  00 

-  26  00 

Collection  in  Wesley  Chapel..., . . .  5  09 

$226  17 


J 
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REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN. 


To  the  President  : 

Sir  :  As  you  are  called  upon  by  the  Constitution  of  the  Association^ 
to  make  an  annual  report  of  its  u  progress  and  condition,”  it  becomes  my 
duty  to  state  such  facts  in  legard  to  the  Library  and  Reading  Room  as 
will  enable  the  members  of  the  Association  and  the  public  generally 
to  know  what  has  been  done  in  reference  to  this  interesting  and  import¬ 
ant  feature  of  our  organization. 

Though  the  present  Librarian  has  only  held  the  office  a  few  months, 
as  no  former  report  has  been  made,  it  may  be  well  to  state  briefly  the 
steps  taken  from  the  outset. 

At  the  time  of  the  formation  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Associa¬ 
tion,  there  was  no  popular  or  general  library  and  reading-room  in  this 
city  open  in  the  evening.  It  had  long  been  felt  that  an  establish¬ 
ment  of  this  kind  was  much  needed,  and  it  was  therefore  a  primary 
object  of  this  Association  to  provide  pleasant,  well-furnished  rooms, 
supplied  with  books,  periodicals  and  papers,  to  which  our  citizens  might 
resort  for  intellectual  or  social  gratification.  Much  difficulty  was 
experienced  in  the  selection  of  a  suitable  locality,  but  at  length  the 
present  was  chosen,  believing  it  to  combine  more  advantages  than 
any  other  place  which  could  be  obtained.  The  Library  Committee 
have  provided  such  rooms  as  are  considered  sufficient  at  present,  and 
as  the  limited  means  of  the  Association  will  permit ;  but  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  in  due  time  we  shall  be  able  to  welcome  our  brethren  of 
New  York  and  Boston,  to  “apartments  as  spacious,  elegant,  and  well 
adapted  as  theirs. 

We  commenced  operations  in  a  small  third-story  room,  but  were  soon 
obliged  to  move  to  the  second  story,  and  rent  two  rooms.  The  increas¬ 
ing  prosperity  of  the  Association  induced  the  Board  of  Managers  very 
recently  to  authorize  the  renting  of  a  third  room,  and  removal  of  the 
partition  between  the  two  formerly  occupied ;  which  furnishes  us  with 
a  large,  comfortable  reading-room,  and  a  good  sized  library  room. 

These  rooms  have  been  neatly  furnished,  and  are  rendered  as  comfort¬ 
able  and  pleasant  as  possible.  It  affords  the  Librarian  pleasure  to  state, 
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that  many  young  men  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunities  thus  afford¬ 
ed,  hut  he  feels  confident  that  the  rooms  would  be  much  more  frequented 
if  the  members  of  the  Association  faithfully  discharged  their  duty. 

It  may  be  proper  for  the  Librarian  to  remark,  that  he  devotes  as 
much  time  and  attention  to  the  rooms  as  his  business  permits;  and 
while  he  regrets  his  inability  to  accomplish  everything  expected  of  him, 
or  even  desired  by  himself,  he  trusts  it  will  be  remembered  that  he 
receives  no  compensation  for  his  services,  and  that  he  is  unable  to  carry 
out  many  plans  for  the  improvement  of  the  Library  for  the  want  of 
funds  in  the  treasury. 

The  Library. 

The  only  appropriation  made  by  the  Board  of  Managers  for  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  books  was  one  of  $150,  for  which  140  large  and  valuable 
volumes  were  procured.  Six-sevenths,  however,  of  the  books  now  in 
the  library  have  been  donations.  Notwithstanding  this,  but  few  dupli¬ 
cates  have  been  given,  and  of  only  two  works  have  we  triplicates. 

The  Librarian  was  directed  by  the  Board  not  to  lend  any  books  till 
the  number  of  volumes  was  at  least  1,000.  He  now  has  the  pleasure 
of  reporting  that  there  are  1,040  books,  arranged,  catalogued,  labeled 
and  numbered,  and  ready  for  distribution  to  the  members  of  the  As¬ 
sociation.  The  classification  of  the  books  will  be  perfected  in  due 
time. 

Among  the  donations  to  the  Library  deserving  of  special  mention 
are  the  following: 

A  large  Bible  from  the  City  Bible  Society. 

A  collection  of  the  publications  of  the  American  Bible  Society,  New 
York,  consisting  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  in  whole  or  in  part,  in  the  Ger¬ 
man,  French,  Spanish,  Portuguese,  Danish,  Greek,  Grebo,  Mpongwe, 
Arrawack,  Choctaw,  and  Mohawk  languages ;  the  Psalms  for  the  Blind, 
&c. 

We  especially  desire  a  complete  collection  of  the  Bible  in  all  lan¬ 
guages  and  of  all  editions,  and  would  be  grateful  to  any  who  may  add 
to  this  department  of  our  library. 

The  “  Smithsonian  Contributions  to  Knowledge”  have  been  granted 
to  us,  in  order  that  they  may  be  consulted  more  generally  by  the  public, 
our  Library  being  the  only  one  in  the  city  open  during  the  evenings. 

From  the  Hon.  Luke  Lea  we  received  the  three  volumes  of  School¬ 
craft's  History  of  the  Indian  Tribes  of  North  America,  a  truly  valuable 
and  interesting  addition  to  our  Library. 


The  Librarian  cm  two  occasions  visited  New  York  and  Philadelphia 
and  presented  the  claims  of  the  Association  to  many  of  the  publishers 
and  booksellers  of  those  cities.  He  was  treated  with  courtesy  by  all, 
and  from  many,  valuable  donations  were  received ;  while  others,  who  ex¬ 
pressed  a  warm  interest  in  the  Association  and  promised  to  send  books, 
have  as  yet  not  been  heard  from.  It  is  proper  here  to  state  that  our 
efficient  Vice  President,  Mr.  Schreiner,  visited  all  the  Boston  publishers, 
and  received  many  promises  of  books  from  them. 

While  the  Librarian  would  express  his  thanks  in  behalf  of  the  Asso¬ 
ciation  to  those  who  have  so  liberally  and  generously  contributed  books 
to  our  Library,  he  feels  called  upon  to  say  that,  as  a  general  thing,  our 
circulars  and  appeals,  particularly  to  members  of  churches ,  have  been 
neglected.  If  a  proper  response  had  been  made,  and  every  one  who 
felt  any  interest  in  our  success  had  contributed  only  one  book,  we 
should  have  had  by  this  time  a  library  of  many  times  the  size  of  that 
which  we  now  have.  Will  not  all  who  read  this  report  be  induced  to 
send  us  contributions  of  books,  papers,  maps,  documents  &c.,  and  thus 
materially  enlarge  our  means  of  usefulness? 

The  books  are  not  confined  to  those  of  a  religious  character.  We 
already  have  some  of  the  works  of  Bancroft,  Prescott,  Macaulay,  Mich¬ 
elet,  Sparks,  Headley,  Willis,  Burns,  Colton,  Hildreth,  Humboldt,  Haw¬ 
thorne,  Irving,  Layard,  Lardner,  Paulding,  Robertson,  Russell,  Strick. 
land,  Simms,  .Schoolcraft,  &c.,  &c. 

The  Librarian,  in  hehalf  of  the  Association,  would  tender  thanks  to 
the  following  gentlemen  and  societies  for  donations  to  the  Library : 


Smith  &  English . . . 

.Philadelphia . 

33  vols. 

American  Baptist  Publication  Society. 

.  14 

a 

Presbyterian  Board  of  Publication . 

.  52 

u 

American  Sunday  School  Union... . . 

84 

66 

American  Tract  Society . 

...New  York . 

70 

66 

A.  S.  Barnes  &  Co . . . 

16 

66 

Robert  Carter  &  Bros . . . 

30 

64 

C.  M.  Saxton . . 

6 

66 

Charles  Scribner . . 

.  28 

66 

Dewitt  &  Davenport . 

.  4 

66 

Lamport,  Blakeman  &  Law . . 

.  25 

46 

American  Bible  Society.... . . . 

19 

6  6 

M.  W.  Dodd . 

.  27 

66 

John  P.  Jewett  &  Co . 

.  4 

66 

Phillips,  Sampson  &  Co . 

4 

66 

Chas.  Colburn . . . 

.  4 

66 

Tappan  &  Whittemore . 

.  19 

66 

Smithsonian  Institution . 

Rev.  N.  Murray,  D.  D. . . . 

...Washington . 

...New  Jersey . . 

.  20 

66 

66 


List  of  persons  in  Washington  who  have  made  contributions  of  book* 

to  the  Library. 


Leonard  J.  Anderson,- 

Luke  Lea, 

D.  Jay  Browne, 

Rev.  E.  R.  Lippitt, 

Rev.  C.  M.  Butler,  I).  !)'■ 

Edward  Lacy, 

Wm.  Ballantyne, 

Dr.  J.  S.  Mackie, 

Rev.  J.  G.  Butler, 

Mitchel  H.  Miller, 

John  T.  Cochrane, 

W.  M.  Morrison, 

Hon.  R.  M.  Charlton,. 

Rev.  J.  H.  Nourse, 

L.  H.  Campbell, 

Samuel  Norment,. 

J.  L.  Clubb, 

D.  P.  Porter, 

N.  P.  Causin, 

C.  F.  Perrie, 

John  N.  Edwards,. 

Wm.  J.  Rhees, 

W.  Q.  Force, 

H.  Holcombe  Rhees, 

Sam’l  W.  Grubb,. 

Z.  Richards, 

Rev.  Austin  Gray, 

H.  R.  Schoolcraft, 

S.  F.  Glenn, 

Arthur  J.  Stansbury,. 

Professor  Jos.  Henry, 

R.  L.  Smallwood, 

Wm.  Hinwood, 

C.  W.  Schreiner, 

Thos.  J.  Johnston, 

Jos.  M.  Tastet, 

Rev.  D.  X.  Junldn,  D.  I>. 

R.  W.  Wilcox, 

Mrs.  D.  X.  Junkin, 

George  Wood, 

Moses  Kelly, 

W.  Wood, 

J.  L.  Kid  well, 

J.  C.  Whitwell. 

Wm.  Chauncy  Langdon, 

If  any  names  have  been  omitted  in 

this  list,  the  Librarian  would  re- 

quest  that  he  he  informed  of  it;  so  that  the  corrections  can  be  made  in 
a  future  report. 

•  In  the  selection  or  reception  of  books,  the  Library  Committee  have 
always  thought  it  proper  to  reject  nothing  which  was  of  high  moral 
character  and  literary  merit,  whatever  might  be  the  religious  or  political 
views  advocated 

It  is  considered  highly  important  that  all  helps  to  the  study  of  the 
Bible  should  be  provided,  and  proper  that  inquirers  for  truth  should 
have  the  means  afforded  for  comparing  the  Scriptures  with  the  doctrines 
of  every  sect.  Our  knowledge  of  each  form  of  belief  should  be  gained 
from  those  works  which  advocate  them,  and  not  from  the  writings  of 
opponents :  it  is  here,  therefore,  that  the  fullest  and  fairest  opportunity 
should  be  afforded  for  such  investigations. 

It  is  recommended  by  the  Librarian  that  particular  attention  should 
be  paid  to  the  increase  of  facilities  for  Biblical  stady — this  department 
of  the  Library  being  of  such  interest  and  importance  to  the  clergy  ? 
and  Sunday-school  teachers  and  scholars. 
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The  Librarian,  or  Assistant,  is  in  attendance  every  evening  to  deliver 
-and  receive  books.  But  one  book  can  be  taken  at  a  time,  and  the  fine 
for  detention  over  two  weeks  is  ten  cents.  Other  regulations  have  been 
-adopted,  unnecessary  to  repeat  here. 


The  Reading  Room. 


No  effort  has  been  spared  by  the  Library  Committee  to  make  our 
Reading  room  an  attractive  and  instructive  place  of  resort )  and  the 
Librarian  believes  that  a  more  general  collection  of  the  religious  and 
literary  periodicals  of  the  country  cannot  be  found  in  any  other  similar 
Association.  Our  thanks  are  particularly  due  to  those  publishers  who 
have  so  liberally  supplied  us  with  their  journals.  As  the  funds  would 
not  permit  of  a  large  expenditure  for  this  department  of  our  opera¬ 
tions,  only  a  few  of  the  most  important  periodicals  have  been  sub¬ 
scribed  for  at  present.  We  trust  that  in  a  short  time  we  shall  he  able 
to  procure  every  religious  and  literary  periodical  of  any  value  pub¬ 
lished  in  this  country,  and  to  add  to  our  list  some  of  the  best  theologi¬ 
cal  magazines  and  reviews  cf  Europe. 

The  following  periodicals  are  furnished  gratuitously  to  the  Associa¬ 


tion  : 

Quarterlies , 

Methodist  Quarterly  Review  South . Richmond . 

Methodist  Quarterly  Review  North . New  York . . 

Southern  Quarterly  Review . . . Charleston . 

New  Englander . . New  Haven,  Ct* 

Presbyterian  Quarterly  Review....... . Philadelphia.... 

'Christian  Review . . . .....New  York . . 


Monthlies. 

Harper’s  Magazine . . 

Putnam’s  Monthly . 

National  Magazine . . . 

American  Temperance  Union . . 

Youth’s  Temperance  Advocate . . 

Graham’s  Magazine . . . 

Norton’s  Literary  Gazette . . 

Home  and  Foreign  Journal . . . 

Presbyterian  Magazine . 

De  Bow’s  Review . . . 

American  Polytechnic  Journal . 

Free  Mason’s  Magazine . . 

Water  Cure  Journal . 

American  Phrenological  Journal . 

The  Companion . . . . . 


.New  York........ 

. do . 

. do...... . . 

. do. . 

. do . 

.Philadelphia. ... 
.New  York . 

■  Richmond . 

.Philadelphia.... 

■  New  Orleans _ 

Washington . . 

.Boston . . 

.New  York . 

. do . 

.New  Orleans.... 


Semi-m  onthlies .- 


Annals  of  Science . 

..Cleveland' . . 

Medical  and  Surgical  Journal . 

...Philadelphia....- 

Religions 

Weeklies. 

i 

New  York  Recorder . . . 

.New  York. . 

.Baptist . . 

New  York  Chronicle . 

Watchman  &  Reflector . 

.Boston  . . . 

Tennessee  Raptist . 

.Nashville . 

Christian  Chronicle . . . 

.Philadelphia . 

Southern  Baptist . 

.Charleston . 

The  Independent . 

.New  York . . 

.Congregational., 

Christian  Era . 

.Lowell . 

Christian  Witness . . . 

.Boston . 

.Episcopal . 

The  Register  (now  Church  Journal)  Rhila.  (N.  Y. ) . 

The  Churchman . . . 

.New  York . 

Episcopal  Recorder . . . . . 

.Philadelphia . 

Lutheran  Observer . 

.Baltimore . 

.Lutheran . 

Evangelical  Lutheran . . — . — 

.Springfield,  Ohio.. 

Christian  Advocate . 

■  New  York . . 

.Methodist  Epis.. 

Christian  Advocate . 

.Richmond . 

.Meth.  Ep.  South 

Methodist  Protestant . 

.Baltimore  — . — 

.Methodist  Prot.. 

New  York  Observer . . . . 

.New  York . 

.Presbyterian . 

New  York  Evangelist . . 

The  Presbyterian . 

.Philadelphia . 

Southern  Presbyterian . . . 

.Charleston . . 

Christian  Observer . 

.Philadelphia . 

Presbyterian  Herald . 

.Louisville  . . 

British  Banner . 

.London,  England. 

Young  Men’s  Magazine . .... 

.Glasgow,  Scotland . . 

Secular 

Weeklies. 

The  Bizarre . 

..Philadelphia.... 

Masonic  Mirror . 

Fitzgerald’s  City  Item . . . . 

The  Metropolitan . . . . 

..Washington ..... 

The  Golden  Rule . . . . 

..New  York . . 

Home  Journal... . — .......... 

New  York  Organ . 

The  Citizen . . . . . . . 

Dailies. 

N ational  Intelligencer  . . 

..Washington ...... 

The  Sentinel . 

Evening  Star... . 

The  Globe  . . 

National  Era . 

North  American . — . . 

Semi-  Weeklies. 


The  Union .  ...Washington...,, 

Washington  News. . . . . .... . . . . do . 


The  following  periodicals  are  received  regularly  and  paid  for  by  the 
Association : 


North  British  Review  . . .........Quarterly.. 

Westminster  Review . do . 

Edinburgh  Review . do . 

London  Quarterly  Review . do . 

Bibliotheca  Sacra . . . do . 

Blackwood’s  Magazine . Monthly..., 

Eclectic  Magazine . . . do . 

Hunt’s  Merchants’  Magazine . do . 

American  and  Foreign  Christian  Union . do . 

Theological  and  Literary  Journal . Quarterly.. 

Chambers’  Edinburgh  Journal . . . Monthly... 

Excelsior,  London . . . do . 

New  York  Daily  Times . . . . . Daily . 

Boston  Post . . do . 


$2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 

1  50 

2  00 
5  00 
3  00 
1  00 
3  00 
1  50 
1  50 
5  00 
8  00 


GENERAL  STATEMENT. 

Books  bought  by  the  Association  -  -  -  -  150 

Books  presented  to  the  Association  -  -  -  -  890 

Books  now  in  the  Library*  ....  1,040 

Periodicals  paid  for  by  the  Association  -  -  14 

Periodicals  presented  to  the  Association  -  -  -  64 

Total  number  of  periodicals  received  -  -  .77 


Estimated  value  of  books,  furniture,  &c.,  January  1,  1854  $600  00 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  J,  RHEES, 

Librarian. 

Washington  City,  January  16,  1854. 


*  "When  this  Report  was  presented.  There  are  now  1,200  volumes — March 
31,  1854- 
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Fales,  Joseph  T. 
Farish,  J.  R. 
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